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: SCIENTIFIC NAME Salix tetrasperma
INDIGENOUS NAMES : Baigae (Kurumba), Baiyangi (Irula)

: Indian WillowCOMMON NAME 

: A large deciduous treeHABITAT 

: South and Southeast AsiaDISTRIBUTION 

: Bark is rough with deep vertical KEY FEATURES 

fissures. 

: Plants can be propagated through PROPAGATION METHODS 
cuttings and seeds. It is suited for 
planting in and around wetlands and 
springs. 

: An indicator of waterCULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 
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ÜPMò™  ªðò˜ : ê£L‚v ªì†ó£vð˜ñ£

ªð£¶ ªðò˜ : Þ‰Fò M™«ô£

ðöƒ°® ñ‚èœ  : ªðò˜ ¬ð¬è (°¼‹ð˜), ¬ðòƒA (Þ¼÷˜)

õ£›Mì‹ : å¼ ªðKò Þ¬ô»F˜ ñó‹.

è£íŠð´‹ Þìƒèœ : ªîŸ° ñŸÁ‹ ªî¡Aö‚° ÝCò£.

º‚Aò Ü‹êƒèœ : ð†¬ìèœ è®ùñ£ù¬õ ñŸÁ‹ ªêƒ°ˆ¶Š 
H÷¾èÀì¡ è£íŠð´‹.

ðóõ™ º¬ø : î£õóˆF¡ ¶‡´èœ ñŸÁ‹ 
M¬îèOL¼‰¶ õ÷óô£‹. ê¶Š¹Gôƒèœ 
ñŸÁ‹ cÏŸÁèO™ ïì¾ ªêŒõîŸ° 
Iè¾‹ ªð£¼ˆîñ£ù¶.

èô£„ê£ó º‚Aòˆ¶õ‹ : c˜ è£íŠð´õîŸè£ù ÜP°P. 

c˜ ê£˜‰î î£õóƒèœ

Plants related to water

¿X¡¬ TpÛ«o ãZp UiPX TZeÏ¥«]o SôhLôh¥

Springs are places where groundwater naturally emerges on to the ground.
Gôˆî® c˜ ÞòŸ¬èò£è ÌIJ¡ «ñŸðóŠHŸ° ªõOõ¼‹ Þìƒè¬÷ cÏŸÁèœ â¡«ð£‹.

Springs ensure year round water supply in our perennial rivers.
cÏŸÁè÷£™ õŸø£ ïFèœ õ¼ì‹ º¿õ¶‹ c«ó£†ìˆ¶ì¡ Þ¼‚A¡øù.
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World Wetland day
àôè ê¶Š¹Gô ï£œ 
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: SCIENTIFIC NAME Eleaocarpus tuberculatus 
INDIGENOUS NAMES : Kal bikki (Kurumba , Irula)

: Warty marble treeCOMMON NAME 

: A tall tree with plank buttresses up to HABITAT 

40 m tall. Common emergent and canopy 
trees in evergreen to semi-evergreen 
forests usually along stream banks up to 
1400 m.

: Indomalaysia; India- South and Central DISTRIBUTION 

Western Ghats

: Bark smooth,  with grey and white KEY FEATURES 

patches.

: The plants are propagated from seeds, PROPAGATION METHODS 
suited for planting in and around wetlands 
and springs.

: An indicator of waterCULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 

ÜPMò™  ªðò˜ : ßL«ò£è£˜ðv †Îð˜°«ô†ìv

ªð£¶ ªðò˜ : õ£˜® ñ£˜Hœ ñó‹

ðöƒ°® ñ‚èœ  : ªðò˜ è™H‚A (°¼‹ð˜, Þ¼÷˜)

õ£›Mì‹ : 40e†ì˜ àòó‹ àœ÷ ñó‹, «õ˜èœ 
î£ƒ°„²õ˜ «ð£¡ø¬õ. ªð£¶õ£è 
ð²¬ñ‚è£´èO™ è£íŠð´‹. Þˆî£õó‹ 
ªð£¶õ£è æ¬ì æóƒèO™ è£íŠð´‹, ²ñ£˜ 
1400e†ì˜ õ¬ó àòóºœ÷ ð°FèO™ 
è£íŠð´‹.

è£íŠð´‹ Þìƒèœ : Þ‰«î£ñ«ôCò£; ªîŸ° ñŸÁ‹ ñˆFò «ñŸ° 
ªî£ì˜„C ñ¬ôèœ.

º‚Aò Ü‹êƒèœ : Þî¡ ð†¬ìèœ ªñ¡¬ñò£ù¶, Þ‰î 
ð†¬ìèœ ê£‹ð™ ñŸÁ‹ ªõœ¬÷ Gø 
F†´è¬÷ ªè£‡ì¶. 

ðóõ™ º¬ø : Þˆî£õó‹ M¬îèOL¼‰¶ õ÷ó‚Ã®ò¶, 
ê¶Š¹Gôƒèœ ñŸÁ‹ cÏŸÁèO™ ïì¾  
ªêŒõîŸ° Iè¾‹ ªð£¼ˆîñ£ù¶.

èô£„ê£ó º‚Aòˆ¶õ‹ : c˜ è£íŠð´õîŸè£ù ÜP°P. 

c˜ ê£˜‰î î£õóƒèœ

Plants related to water

¿X¡¬ TpÛ«o ãZp UiPX TZeÏ¥«]o SôhLôh¥

The groundwater in a spring flows from an aquifer.
cÏŸÁèO™ Gôˆî® c˜ c˜ªè£œð´¬èJL¼‰¶ õ¼Aø¶.

ெத�ங்�

வ�டப்�றப்�
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World Forest Day
àôè õù ï£œ

World Water day
àôè c˜ ï£œ
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: SCIENTIFIC NAME Debregesia longifolia
INDIGENOUS NAMES : Ullathi (Kurumba), Pullathi (Irula)

: Orange wild rheaCOMMON NAME 

: A large shrub growing up to a height of HABITAT 

5 m seen in wet areas from plains to 1000 m.

: Indomalaysia; India- throughout Western DISTRIBUTION 

Ghats.

: Leaves hairy with whitish colour on the KEY FEATURES 

lower surface. Fruits orange-yellow 
when ripe.

: Propagated by cuttings, suited for planting PROPAGATION METHODS 
on stream banks.

ÜPMò™  ªðò˜ : ªìHKTCò£ ô£ƒA«ð£Lò£

ªð£¶ ªðò˜ : Ýó…² «õ£J™´ Kò£

ðöƒ°® ñ‚èœ  : ªðò˜ à™ôˆF (°¼‹ð˜), ¹™ôˆF (Þ¼÷˜)

õ£›Mì‹ : Þ¶ å¼ ¹î˜ªê®, Þ¶ 5e†ì˜ àòó‹ õ¬ó 
õ÷ó‚Ã®ò¶. Þ¶ 1000e†ì˜ àòó‹ õ¬ó 
è£íŠð´‹. ßóŠðî‹ ªè£‡ì ÞìƒèO™ 
õ÷ó‚Ã®ò¶.

è£íŠð´‹ Þìƒèœ : Þ‰«î£ñ«ôCò£; Þ‰Fò£ - «ñŸ° ªî£ì˜„C 
ñ¬ôèœ º¿õ¶‹.

º‚Aò Ü‹êƒèœ : Þ¬ôèœ º®òì˜‰F¼‚°‹ ñŸÁ‹ 
Þ¬ôèO¡ W›Šð°F ªõOPò 
GøºìQ¼‚°‹. 

ðóõ™ º¬ø : Þˆî£õó‹ î£õó ¶‡´èœ Íô‹ 
õ÷ó‚Ã®ò¶. æ¬ì æóƒèO™ ïì¾ 
ªêŒõîŸ° àè‰î¶.

c˜ ê£˜‰î î£õóƒèœ

Plants related to water

¿X¡¬ TpÛ«o ãZp UiPX TZeÏ¥«]o SôhLôh¥

Springshed is the area above the ground that provides rainwater to an aquifer feeding a spring.
cÏŸÁèÀ‚° c˜ªè£œð´¬è Íôñ£è ñ¬öc˜ ªè£´‚°‹ «ñŸðóŠ¹Š ð°F¬ò áŸÁc˜ 
H®Š¹Šð°F(vŠKƒªû†) â¡«ð£‹.

ùRô¯Xô[o §]m

Wm_ôu Ti¥ûL

World Environment day
àôè ²ŸÁ„Åö™ ï£œ      
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: SCIENTIFIC NAME Schoenoplectus  mucronatus
: Bog bulrushCOMMON NAME 

: A grass-like (sedge) species that grows in HABITAT 

moist and wet terrestrial habitat and in 
shallow water.

: Cosmopolitan.DISTRIBUTION 

: Leaves are triangular and hollow. The KEY FEATURES 

inflorescence is  like cluster of cone-shaped 
heads

: Vegetative propagation. Suited for planting PROPAGATION METHODS 
on lowlands for water retention.

ÜPMò™  ªðò˜ : «û£ªù£Šªô‚ìv ñ‚«ó£ù£ìv

ªð£¶ ªðò˜ : ð£‚¹™ów

õ£›Mì‹ : Þ¶ å¼ ¹™ ªê®. Þ¶ ßóñ£ù GôŠðóŠH™ 
õ÷ó‚Ã®ò¶. ÝöñŸø c˜G¬ôèO™ 
è£íŠð´‹.

è£íŠð´‹ Þìƒèœ : ðó‰î¶. â™ô£ Mîñ£ù ÞìƒèO½‹ 
è£íŠð´‹.

º‚Aò Ü‹êƒèœ : Þ¬ôèœ º‚«è£í õ®M™ è£íŠð´‹. 
Þî¡ ñ…êK Ìƒªè£ˆ¶ Ã‹¹ õ®õ 
î¬ô¬ò ªè£‡ì¶. 

ðóõ™ º¬ø : Þˆî£õó‹ î£õó ¶‡´èœ Íô‹    
õ÷ó‚Ã®ò¶. æ¬ì æóƒèO™ ïì¾ 
ªêŒõîŸ° àè‰î¶.

c˜ ê£˜‰î î£õóƒèœ

Plants related to water

¿X¡¬ TpÛ«o ãZp UiPX TZeÏ¥«]o SôhLôh¥

An open well or bore well close to a spring may reduce the water flow in the spring.
cÏŸÁ‚è¼«è Fø‰îªõO Aí«ø£ Ü™ô¶ Ý›¶¬÷ Aí«ø£ Ü¬ñˆî£™ cÏŸPL¼‰¶ 
ªõOõ¼‹ cK¡ Ü÷¾ °¬ø‰¶ «ð£èô£‹.

ÑRk§W §]m

TdÃj Ti¥ûL

World Indigenous Peoples day
àôè ðöƒ°® ñ‚èœ ï£œ
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ÜPMò™  ªðò˜ : Ü«è£óv èôñv

ªð£¶ ªðò˜ : vi† Šô£‚

ðöƒ°® ñ‚èœ  : ªðò˜ ªðü‹¹ (°¼‹ð˜), õê‹¹ (Þ¼÷˜)

õ£›Mì‹ : Þ¶ å¼ ÜNò£î î£õó‹. ªñ¶õ£è GŸ°‹ 
Ü™ô¶ æ´‹ cK¡ MO‹¹èO™ 
õ÷ó‚Ã®ò¶, ªð£¶õ£è «îƒA GŸ°‹ ïF 
cK½‹, è£™õ£Œ æóƒèO½‹ è£íŠð´‹.

è£íŠð´‹ Þìƒèœ : õì‚° Iîñ£ù Ü¬ó‚«è£÷‹ ñŸÁ‹ 
ªõŠð ñ‡ìô ÝCò£.

º‚Aò Ü‹êƒèœ : Þî¡ Þ¬ôèœ õ£œ õ®õˆF™ àœ÷ù.

ðóõ™ º¬ø : î£õó ÞùŠªð¼‚è‹, î£›GôƒèO™ ïì¾   
ªêŒõîù£™ c˜ ²ˆîŠð´ˆîŠð´Aø¶. 

c˜ ê£˜‰î î£õóƒèœ

: SCIENTIFIC NAME Acorus calamus
INDIGENOUS NAMES : Bejambu (Kurumba), Vasambu (Irula)

: Sweet flagCOMMON NAME 

: It is a perennial herb growing on the HABITAT 

margins of standing or slow-flowing 
water, typically in river backwaters and 
canal margins.

: North temperate hemisphere and Tropical DISTRIBUTION 

Asia.

: The leaves are sword- shaped.KEY FEATURES 

: Vegetative propagation and suited for PROPAGATION METHODS 
planting on lowlands for water 
purification.

¿X¡¬ TpÛ«o ãZp UiPX TZeÏ¥«]o SôhLôh¥

Plants related to water

Open Defeca�on, chemical inputs used for farming, sewage, soild waste dumps etc. in the 
springshed result in degrada�on of spring water quality.
áŸÁc˜ H®Š¹Šð°FJ™ Fø‰î ªõOJ™ ñô‹ èNˆî™, èQñ Mõê£ò‹, èN¾c˜, 
Fì‚èN¾ ªè£†´õ¶ cK¡ îóˆ¬î ð£F‚èô£‹.

úLôÏXôxPª

c ®SôVLo NÕoj§

ùUôaWm Ti¥ûL

Lôk§ ù_Vk§

®_VRNªNWvY§éû_
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ÜPMò™  ªðò˜ : üƒèv °÷£èv

ªð£¶ ªðò˜ : è£ñ¡ów

ðöƒ°® ñ‚èœ  : ªðò˜ «è£ªó à™½ (°¼‹ð˜), «è£ªó¹™ (Þ¼÷˜)

õ£›Mì‹ : ê¶Š¹ GôƒèO™ è£íŠð´‹

è£íŠð´‹ Þìƒèœ : Þ‰«î£ñ«ôCò£.

º‚Aò Ü‹êƒèœ : Þî¡ î‡´èœ GI˜‰F¼‚°‹. ñŸÁ‹ õ†ì   
õ®õ‹ ªè£‡®¼‚°‹. ð„¬ê Gø‹ 
ªè£‡ì¬õ. î‡´èœ ð…² «ð£¡ø 
F²‚è¬÷ ªè£‡ì¶.

ðóõ™ º¬ø : î£õó ÞùŠªð¼‚è‹, î£›GôƒèO™ ïì¾ 
ªêŒõîù£™ èN¾c˜ ²ˆîŠð´ˆîŠð´Aø¶. 
î‡a¬ó î‚è¬õ‚è‚Ã®ò¶,

èô£„ê£ó º‚Aòˆ¶õ‹ : Þî¡ Þ¬ôèœ i´èÀ‚° õ˜í‹ Ìê 
Hówû£è (¶£K¬è) ðò¡ð´ˆîŠð´Aø¶.

c˜ ê£˜‰î î£õóƒèœ

: SCIENTIFIC NAME Juncus glaucus
INDIGENOUS NAMES : Gorae hullu(Kurumba) , Korai pull (Irula)

: Common rushCOMMON NAME 

: Found in marshy places.HABITAT 

: Indo-Malaysia.DISTRIBUTION 

: Stems erect, round and green. Stems have KEY FEATURES 

spongy tissue.

: Vegetative propagation. Suited for planting PROPAGATION METHODS 
on lowlands for water retention and for 
treating effluent water.

: Leaves used as brush to paint houses.CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 

Plants related to water

¿X¡¬ TpÛ«o ãZp UiPX TZeÏ¥«]o SôhLôh¥

Photos: K. Chandra Sekar / Designed & Printed at Text & Graphics, Ph: 9443856791

Building of spring boxes and implementa�on of ecorestora�on and soil and water 
conserva�on measures in springsheds help conserve springs.
áŸÁŠªð†® è†´î™ ñŸÁ‹ áŸÁc˜ H®Š¹Šð°FJ™ ²ŸÁ„Åö™ ñÁYó¬ñŠ¹ ñŸÁ‹ 
Gô‹ c˜ «ðµ¬è Íô‹ cÏŸÁè¬÷ «ðEè£‚èô£‹. 

¾TôY°

ªXô¥S©

¡ÚvÕUv Ti¥ûL

World Toilet day
àôè èNŠð¬ø ï£œ
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