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Pudukaadu village: Coffee plantation intervention by KFI 

Shanmugam and Chinna Ranganna

· Before coffee we were doing mixed cropping Agriculture
· We used to grow Ragi, thenai, Samai, thogari etc.,

· We have several benefits out of that kind of agriculture

· Very strong food 

· We could walk , work and talk very efficiently

· Nowadays the food is raised by fertilizers which if medicine but nothing

· This food makes us very week

· We could eat greens

· Now we have coffee it is not very profitable

· There is pest and disease problem

· We are not able to feed our children with variety of foods

· We are not cultivating food crops and we are feeding our selves and our children with very poor diet

· Soil is not fertile
· No timely rains

· List of crops that are suitable to present climatic conditions

· Coffee, Jack, nutmeg, cardamom, pepper, silk cotton, mango, tamarind, tapioca, yam, cassia, bamboo, cinnamon, lime, pomegranate, Areca nut  etc.,

· Everything revolve  around water    

· Total families migrated 26

· Some 6 families further migrated 

· Kurumbas and Irulahs are two tribes dwelling in this settlement

· In the present situation there is no scope for mixed cropping system

· We can have coffee diversity 

· It gives good income

· Nut meg is very useful tree it is medicinal, edible and spice 

· We can make Jams and pickles 

· Our own consumption as well as sales  

· List of foods available 

· Only fruits and greens and tubers we get from forest

· Present food is ration rice, pigeon pea. potato, peas, carrot, tomato etc., 

· We don’t like palm oil from ration 

· We buy ground nut oil for cooking

· Major problems
· Pest and disease on coffee

· We have no freedom as this is a forest settlement 

· We can not extend our settlement, we are in between high way and forest  

· Totally it is 15 acres of coffee but it is not profitable as it is under the complete shade of big forest tree

· There is one particular forest tree which attracts borers the same borer spreads on our coffee and causes heavy damage

·  Previously we are inside the forest 

· We have our own lands there

· There is  no proper road to our old village 

· Elephant attacks became very frequent 

· To approach road to school, hospital for any emergency 

· Elephant attacks are increasing day by day.
· We can not grow our traditional food but we will eat if it available

· We can buy through PDS

· Our children are new to our traditional foods but we can cook our TF. 

· Our children may refuge to eat in the first instance but slowly they get adopted 

· If your TF is so good then we did you loose it?

· Previously we had not this Elephant attack this frequently

· Since late 1980’s we are having this problem

· As the foot Hills down are covered by houses day by day elephants are coming here

· Every estate plantations and  institution is covering their compound with solar or electric fence 
· Instead of forest it is too much plantation around here is came up

· We have godal river which called Coonoor river

· Our TF was : Ragi kali, rotti, udur putti

· Samai: sapadu, upma, payasam Thenai: sapadu, kanji

· Makka cholam:kali, pori, sutti- roasted, Pullungi vegavacchi boiled 

· Chinna cholam: kali, kanji

· Pulses Avar,  3months crop is small and 6 months crop is big in stature and  thogari is 6 months crop we can grow if we are provided agriculture land

· Collective farming system – entire community has to take care. 

· We used to be healthy and well built but our children are unlike us very fragile

·  Our main concern is where do our children live?
· Whether they have place to live or not in the future

· our children do not know about our history  

· we did not take time and tell

· We used to be with our parents and listened and observed them and learnt about us.

· Our children do not like our style; they want to be dressed well? even in bus when we travel people from plains dislike us, they just brush us aside  

· From our village 6 girls and 4 boys go to school.

· We want to grow different trees in our coffee

· If coffee season fails other trees give us cash and food.

Discussion points:

· Rehabilitation

· Shrinking forest due to urbanization and plantations

· Elephants behavior change

· Forest laws

· Ignorance of current issues 

· PDS system

· Revival of traditional foods

· Revival of  bio diversity on their farms / plantations

· Assuring insurance in a natural way 

· Adaptation to climate change.

· Future concerns

· Loss of knowledge about crops and foods that extremely good to land and humans.

· Concern about attitude of children 

History of this settlement:  

The families migrated on their own for wage work around Burlyar and coonoor region. They were working on NTFP collectors and selling to traders in Mettupalayam and cooroor. They just settled on the present settlement on their own in early 1960s. UPASI assisted them to plant coffee through Lab to Land program. Since it is purely forest area we found coffee under big forest species   

Two major problems in coffee

Stem borer and berry borer

LITTLE MORE INFORMATION BEFORE AND AFTER KEYSTONE  

· Value addition centre in Kurumbadi 

· KFI facilitates this village people to procure value added and market the same. 

· Spices are purchased and value added

· Jack, orange, lemon, pepper, nutmeg, honey, clove,  coffee, silk cotton, NTFP etc., 

