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A day’s harvest of Sterculia gum
for an experienced resin tapper in the
vicinity of Karjat, Maharashtra

{CONTINUED FROM COVER PAGE}

The Keystone Foundation
in Nilambur, Kerala organized
the first meeting. Tackled were
resins and gums from Canarium
strictum, Boswellia serratus,
Kingiodendron pinnatum and
Vateria indica. This primarily
focused on the states of
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Kerala which have
evergreen/semi-evergreen forest areas.

The second meeting, held in Karjat, was organized
by the Academy of Development Science (ADS).
This covered gums and resins from Sterculia urens,
Shorea robusta, Anogeissus latifolia, Pterocarpus
marsupium and other minor gums. This primarily
focused on

the states of

Mabharashtra,

Andhra

Pradesh,

Orissa and

Chattisgarh

which have

dry/moist

deciduous

forest types.

Adivasi

people who

collect these

gums and
resins were
the primary
participants of
these meetings.
Others were researchers, co-operative societies,
trading organisations and NGOs working in this
field.

Two technical resource persons also attended
the meetings. One was Mr. Luu Hong Truong,
an ecologist at the SIERES Research Institute in
Saigon, Vietnam. He is currently finalizing his PhD
thesis on dipterocarps, especially those harvested
for resins. Another was Mr. Jenne de Beer, an
anthropologist with over 20 years of experience in
working on NTFPs in South and Southeast Asia.

Ecologist Mr.Truong shares his own experiences
with gums and resins in Vietnam
to Indian participants

He is presently Field Coordinator of the NTFP-
Exchange Programme.

The main objectives of the meetings were to:

b Exchange information amongst primary
collectors and other roleplayers;

D Discuss possibilities to improve harvesting,
quality and market links;

D Initiate discussion and dialogue; and

» Form an informal forum for continued exchange
on this NTFP.

at Nilambur..

As Canarium strictum or Black Dammer is
collected using destructive methods, discussions
focused on sustainable harvesting. Quality and
pricing parameters also play an important role in
determining harvests.

The representative of the co-operative society
explained market trends and the system of sale/
auction. Researchers deliberated lengthily on the
type of cuts to be made for resin extraction, their
spacing, depths and shapes. Live demonstration of
sustainable harvesting was done by the adivasis from
the different zones of the Western Ghats. Truong
played an active role in the discussions and shared
his work on dipterocarps from Vietnam and the
14 km long trek to see a Dammer Tree was indeed
interesting!

at Karjat...
Close to Pune, Karjat is located almost where the
Western Ghats start. The meeting was held in the
medicinal garden of ADS and started out by listing
out trees yielding gums and resins and their local
names in different languages represented.

Truong gave an overview of the status of gums
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in India and its trade in the world market. The most important gum

is Sterculia urens which is exported in large quantities from India.
Commonly known as Gum Karaya, its main use is in the food and
pharmaceutical industry and it is consumed mainly in Europe. He
emphasized pricing, quality and sustainable harvesting criteria. A
variety of issues are associated with gums; some of the ones pointed out
related to state laws, uncontrolled collection, tapping techniques and
poor access to fair markets.

Discussions likewise revolved around uneven pricing in the different
states and lack of regulated marketing avenues in Chattisgarh and
Orissa. The example of Andhra, as elaborated by Manoj, was useful
in knowing
about the
Co-operative
Corporation
there and its
functioning.

The field trip

to the Thakur

Village,

Pinglewadi

had the team

discussing

private forests

prevalent in the Tribal leader Mr. Bhau explains the local resin situation
area, the extraction during the workshop in Karjat
of Anogeissus
gum and its
marketing.

The
workshops
have initiated
a process with
regard to gums
and resins.
Interested
members/
participants
may pursue the
issue in terms
of community-
based research, trials and experiments, observations and studies or
market interventions. The EP is conducting a world market study on
gums and resins which will soon be circulated.

A demonstration of how Anogeissus gum is harvested

COVER PHOTO: Resin tapping demonstration during sharing workshop in Karnataka
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