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PURPOSE: An example of ecological restoration in a wetlands in Niligris

IMPACT: Participants will better understand potential impacts of spring 
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ECORESTORATION OF 
HAPPY VALLEY SPRINGSHED
IN KOTAGIRI, THE NILGIRIS

Keystone Foundation
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Situation in 2006
 Located at the outskirts of Kotagiri village near the KMF hospital.

 Panchayat land – 1 acre

 Prime source of water for the households living downstream and the hills 
surrounding it. 

 The source of the wetland is a spring which runs off as a small stream.

 A part of the catchment area has been fenced. However, fencing has been 
violated in parts has become a central dumping yard and a centre for 
attending nature’s call. 

 Vegetation:-

 Shrubs like Lantana sp., Eupotorium sp., Cestrum sp., Solanum sp., 
Ricinus sp. and Pteris sp. - Colonisers. 

 Along the course of the stream Polygonum sp. Cyathea spp. were 
found. 

 The agriculture belt had Rumex sp. and Plantago sp. 

 Tea with silver oak plantation is seen in the upland portion of the wetland. 
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Activities

◦ A walk through the wetland with school students

◦ Garbage was also collected during the walk

◦ Discussions with local experts and elders revealed 
that the area was once a shola forest.

◦ As part of the restoration initiative, a nursery on 
Shola and wetland plants was developed in the 
campus. The saplings were planted in the plot.

◦ Toilets constructed for families using the  
catchment for open defacation









2010…2008…

2013… 2015…





• Trees: Ligustrum perrottetii, Syzygium sp.

Elaeocarpus variabilis, Turpinia nepalensis, Daphniphyllum
neilgherrense

• Liana: Elaeagnus kologa

• Total planted – 600; Survived - 487 

2006 2015

Native plant 
species

5 >26

Invasive
species

6 3

Birdlife 2 10

Mammals 0 3

Wells 15 >30

Water level Less in 
summer

Adequate in 
summer


