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FOREWORD

The northern part of the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve has a wide variation of flora ranging
from the scrub to evergreen species. The second in a five part series, this field guide covers
the dominant plants of this zone. Keystone initiated this work in 2002, with collecting
seeds of forest species — both for raising nurseries and gathering information on flora of
the region. This was done with adivasis from each region, which enabled us to learn
several ecological aspects of a plant, besides identifying it. The presence of botanists in the
team has served to complement this field information. Unlike the first volume of the
castern NBR, which had paintings of plants by adivasi artists — this volume relies on
photographs only. We hope that this volume will give an insight into the forests of the
northern region, made interesting by colourful plates and information with a difference.

The team in Keystone which has worked on this volume comprise of Shiny M. Rehel
and Anita Varghese for content and photographs. Others who have contributed for
secondary literature survey and internal reviews are T.A. Priya, Murugesh, Mathew John
and L. Rasingam. Contributions to indigenous information were made by R. Rajendran,
Veeraiah, Mani, Laxmi, Masiniamma, Madhan, Karian, Kalan, Siddan, Gowriamma,
Deviamma, Rengaswamy from the villages of Annaikatty, Vazhaitottam, Siriyur,
Chockanalli & Kurumbarpallam

We would like to thank our reviewer, Madhu Ramnath — who has painstakingly gone
through the drafts giving comments and editing both the content and the text. His
constant engagement with our team on issues of plants is encouraging and appreciated.
We would also extend our thanks to Nina Paul for editing.

We gratefully acknowledge the financial support from Ford Foundation for the
publication.

Keystone Foundation
Kotagiri
March, 2008
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List of Abbreviations

LAp : Leaf Apex
LAr : LeatArrangement

LBa : Leafbase
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INTRODUCTION

The first book in this series ‘Forest Plants of the Nilgiris- Eastern Nilgiri
Biosphere Reserve-An Illustrated Field Guide’ was received well with students,
foresters, professional and amateur naturalists. This book which 1s the second
volume in the series, covers the dominant plant species in the landscape of the
Sigur plateau, Mudumalai, Bandipur and Nagarhole regions. These forests range
from the dry deciduous to moist deciduous and are found as large extensive

tracts. The evergreen and semi evergreen types are found in smaller fragmented
areas within these tracts. They have not been described in this book. These areas
together form a part of the Northern Slopes of the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve.

(Fig. 1)

The plants in this volume have been documented through the various surveys
that were done in the region to locate indigenous bees. At Keystone, research on
indigenous bees is an ongoing process and nest densities, foraging behavior,
pollination etc are studied in detail. In every plate mention is made of the bee
activity that was observed on the plant if it was observed and represented by the
following icon #

The adivasi people of Sigur plateau viz. the Irula and Jenukrurumba were our
resource persons. They use the vegetative features of a plant, especially the bark
and leaf, for identification. This book attempts to focus on such ‘all-season’
features and to build on crucial linkages between plants and habitat, by the adivasi
people. The basic botanical information given complements this aspect of the
book, collated from several authoritative floras of the region.

Leaves have been given prime importance, with details of their arrangement,
shapes, bases, apices and margin collectively used in identification. The leaf
icons at the end of the page were drawn from many sources, primarily, the leaf-
based ‘Field Key to the Trees and Lianas of the Evergreen Forests of the Western
Ghats (India)’ by J.P. Pascal and B.R. Ramesh of the French Institute of
Pondicherry.
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The four parts of this book are Trees @, Climbers , Shrubs @ & Herbs @, with
a color code for easy reference. A glossary of botanical terms used has been
provided which have definitions for these terms. A list of vernacular names used
by the Irula and Jenukurumba peoples of the Sigur slopes, are also indexed and
can be used as a possible ‘first lead’ to a plant.

The section on flower and fruit describes the most obvious characteristics about
them, especially the colour, fragrance, shape and number of seeds . The seasons
for each are indicated despite possibilities of slight variations between different
locations.

Field tips contain all additional information that were considered as important
distinguishing characters of the plant. Miscellaneous information is a collation
of interesting facts that were gleaned from both (field and literary) sources.

The photographs accompanying the text show a picture of the seed; picture of
the bark, the stance of the plant, a prominent flower, fruit or leat — have been
given.

Much of the information with regard to habit and habitat, field tips and local uses
are put together in Indigenous Information. This was collated after small group
discussions in which people from various villages participated and were generous
enough to share their knowledge with each other and Keystone. The women of
Sigur especially were very keen to share their information and ensure that it is
documented. It must be mentioned here that the book describes plant use as
narrated by the local adivasi people; the herbal prescriptions are taken in faith,
without the contemporary scientific analysis.

When the information with regard to field tips, miscellaneous or indigenous
information were not available they have been omitted from the plate. It is hoped
that at some future date this omission can be corrected.

There are special pages on certain characteristic of plants that we see in this
region. Special page A is a collection of the dominant trees of the landscape that
stand out because of their gregarious flowering and catches ones eye even as one
hurtles past in one’s car. Special page B is also about one of the dominant genus in
the area the Teérminalias. They have characteristic barks which make identification
interesting and simple. Special page C is about the shrubs and herbs that have
been brought into this landscape and have invaded, colonized and grown as weeds.
Finally Special page D is about the different modifications seen in the plants of
the region because they are in a rain shadow area.

Through this book it is hoped that the user better understands the role of a plant
in the ecosystem. This book takes the plant trail to the Northern parts of the
Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve, one of the last pristine habitats for the Royal Bengal
Tiger!
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Plate A. Leaf Arrangments

|. Alternate distichous 2. Alternate Spiral 3. Clustered 4. Opposite

5. Opposite decussate 6. Sub-opposite 7. Whorled

Plate B. Leaf Types

1. Simple 2.Bifoliate 3. Palmately trifoliate 4. Pinnately trifoliate

5. Digitate 6. Paripinate 7. Imparipinnate 8. Bipinnate

9. Tripinnate 10. Trifoliate
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Plate C. Leaf Shapes

| . Asymmetric

6. Elliptic

I'l. Cuneiform

16. Oval

20. Cordate

2. Falcate 3. Pandurate 4.Rhomboid
7. Ovate 8.Lanceolate 9.0Obovate
12. ensiform |3. Hastate 14. Linear
|7. Panduriform I8. Sagittate
21. Deltoid 22. Reniform 23. Lacerate

5.0blong

10. Oblanceolate

15. Orbicular

19.Spathulate

23. Lacerate
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Plate D. Leat Apices

1. Acuminate 2. Acute
5. Obtuse 6. Retuse
9. Sub acute 10. Cuspidate

13. Long Acuminate
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3. Caudate

7. Rounded

11. Mucronate

14.Apiculate

4. Emarginate

8. Truncate

12. Aristate



Plate E. Leaf Bases

1. Attenuate 2. Auriculate 3. Cordate 4. Rounded 5. Cuneate
6. Oblique 7. Peltate 8. Decurrent 9. Sheathing 10. Truncate
11. Obtuse 12. Acute

Plate F. Leat Margins

1. Entire 2. Ciliate 3. Dentate 4. Denticulate 5. Crenate
6. Crenulate 7. Serrate 8. Serrulate 9. Lobed 10.Palmately lobed
11. Laciniate 12. Undulate 13. Incised 14. Sinuate 15. Pinnatifid
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Dominant trees
of the landscape:

Trees form a major part of the forest landscape of the Sigur, Mudumalai
and Bandipur regions. Most of these trees are deciduous, shedding their
leaves during the dry season. This is nature's strategy for tropical trees
to ensure that water loss through transpiration from the leaves is cut
down, allowing the trees to survive the dry period. Many of them also
flower in these months. They flower together and in large numbers.
This is a strategy to attract pollinators. The flowers give way so that
fruit setting starts just before the monsoons. And as the fruits fall to the
ground they are nourished by the rain and the seeds germinate to
ensure survival of the species.

Mass flowering in
shades of red:

Bombax ceiba- Butea monosperma-Flame of the Forest
Silk Cotton/ Red kapok tree

Erythrina suberosa

Delonix regia-Gulmohur




Mass flowering
in shades of yellow:

Cassia fistula — Indian Laburnum

Salix tetrasperma Pterocarpus marsupium

Mass flowering in
shades of white/cream:

Chloroxylon swietiena- Satinwood tree

Mangifera indica

Tectona grandis-Teak




L.Ar.

Alternate
distichous

L. Ty.

K

Bipinnate

L.Sh.

Elliptic

L.Ap.

Sub acute

L.Ba.

Oblique

L.Ma

Entire

Acacia chundra Roter) winld.

MIMOSACEAE
Red Cutch, Red Ebony - E

Kagalie -Ir
Karangali -Ta

HABIT: An armed medium sized tree.
FLOWER: In axillary spikes, white. Flowering from April - August.

FRUIT: A pod, flat, thin, strongly nerved, depressed between seeds. Seeds many,
ovoid. Fruiting from September onwards.

FIELD TIPS: Bark rusty brown. Wood reddish brown. Rachis with glands at the

base and the two uppermost pinnae.

MISCELLANEOUS: Wood is used to make agricultural implements. Heart wood
yields Kathna and cutch.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Foothills to 900m. Peninsular India, Sri Lanka,

Burma.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: The bark is medicinal and used to cure
diarrhoea. A combination of the bark and root boiled in water helps to bring down
high blood pressure. Strong timber can be used for construction and agricultural
implements.
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Acacia leucophloea (roxv.) willd.
MIMOSACEAE

White Barked Acacia, Distiller’s Acacia -E
Vela -Ir
Velvelam -Ta; Nimabar, Safed Babul-Hi

HABIT: Amedium sized tree.

FLOWER: In clusters or terminal panicles, cream to yellow. Flowering
from August - September.

FRUIT: A pod, sessile, flat, elongate, thick, straight, rusty tomentose. Seeds 10,
angular ovoid. Fruiting from October - February.

FIELD TIPS: Bark grey and smooth when young, dark brown and rough when old.
Wood reddish brown. Branchlets with globose galls.

MISCELLANEOUS: A fuel wood species, the barkis used in distillation and yields
a good rough fibre.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Very common in plains from the coast to 1000m.
India, Sri Lanka, Burma and parts of Malaysia.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: Ditterent species of bees like Apis florea, A.
cerana and Trigona sp. forage on the flowers. Monkeys, deer, elephant eat the fruit.
Bark is an important ingredient for brewing liquor. The powdered bark is applied as
a cure for open wounds. A bandage with the bark and ground nut oil is used to heal
fractures. The wood is used in making agricultural implements, like the plough.
Preferred for firewood.

L.Ar.

Alternate /
Clustered

L. Ty.

e

Bipinnate

L.Sh.

Elliptic

L.Ap.

Sub Acute

L.Ba.

Oblique

L.Ma

Ciliate
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L.Ar.

Alternate
distichous

L. Ty.

i

Bipinnate

L.Sh.

Elliptic

L.Ap.

Rotund

L.Ba.

Oblique/Obtuse

L.Ma

Entire

Acacia nilotica (L.)Del. ssp. indica (Benth.) Brenan

MIMOSACEAE
Babul/Egyptian Thorn -E

Karu vela -Ta; Babul, Kikar -Hi

HABIT: A medium sized armed tree.

FLOWER: In globose heads, bright yellow. Flowering from August - October.
FRUIT: A pod. Seeds many. Fruiting from October onwards.

FIELD TIPS: Pod like a beaded necklace. Bark dark brown and rough.

MISCELLANEOUS: Gumy/resin extracted from the pod is used for inks and dyes.
Wood used for agricultural implements.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Common in plains mostly in arable lands from
the coast to 900m. India.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: The bark is used to cure fevers. A paste made
from the seeds is applied to children’s foreheads to ward off evil spirits.
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Aegle marmelos () cor. ser.

RUTACEAE
Stone Apple -E

Bael patra, Bila -Ir

Vilvam -Ta; Bilva patre -Ka; Koovalam, Vilvam -Ma; Bael, Sriphal -Hi

HABIT: An armed deciduous tree.
FLOWER: In axillary panicles, fragrant, white. Flowering in March.

FRUIT: A berry, ovoid, yellow when mature, woody. Seeds many, oblong, flat. Fruit
ripens by February.

FIELD TIPS: New foliage - February. Leaf fall - January.
MISCELLANEOUS: Fruit is valued for its aromatic pulp and medicinal properties.
HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Occasional, found upto 1000m. Sub Himalayan

tract to the Peninsula, Burma, Indo-China.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: Leaves are used for religious rituals. The edible
fruits are also crushed and applied to the body to relieve body pain.

L.Ar.

Alternate
distichous

L. Ty.

Palmately
trifoliate

L.Sh.

Elliptic, Lanceolate
or Oblong-Obovate

L.Ap.

Obtuse /
Acuminate/Retuse

L.Ba.

Cuneate/
Rounded

L.Ma

Sub crenulate
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L.Ar.

Sub Opposite

c
\ﬁ?ﬁ%*;’

Imparipinnate

L.Sh

Oblong - Lanceolate

i
>
o

Acuminate

L.Ba

Oblique

L.Ma.

Irregularty
toothed- Sub

lobate

Ailanthus excelsa roxb.
SIMAROUBACEAE

Tree of Heaven -E

Peevari -Ir
Perumaram -Ta; Maharukh -Hi

HABIT: Adensely foliaceous tall tree.

FLOWER: In axillary or terminal panicles. Flowering with a peak from January-
March and August-September in the higher altitudes.

FRUIT: Samara, oblong, prominently nerved. Seed 1, in the middle. Fruiting March
onwards.

FIELD TIPS: Bark whitish, branchlets with persistent leaf scars.

MISCELLANEOUS: Wood is used to make catamarans. Planted for the soft wood
and fodder.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Plains to 1000m. India and Sri Lanka.
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Albizia amara Roxb.) Boivin ssp. AMaAra

MIMOSACEAE
Bitter Albizia , Wheel Tree -E
Suijil -Ir
Unja, Usilai -Ta; Varacchi -Ma

HABIT: A moderate sized deciduous tree with a spreading crown.

FLOWER: Flower-heads in axillary clusters or in racemes, cream. Flowering from
March-May.

FRUIT: A pod, flat, compressed, straight or wavy along margins. Seeds many, ovoid.
Fruiting June onwards.

FIELD TIPS: Young shoots yellow-pubescent. The wood is purplish-brown with
lighter bands.

MISCELLANEOUS: Fodder for milking cows, leaves as local substitute. Wood is
used for agricultural implements and construction. New foliage March-May.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Dominant in foothills and lower hills, 900 m to
1200m. India, Sri Lanka, Parts of East Africa.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: Elephants eat the leaves. The youngleaves are

dried and powdered for hair wash. Bark is used to treat illness in children.

L.Ar.

Alternate
distichous

=
&

Paripinnate

L.Sh

Narrow-Elliptic

i
>
=

Obtuse

L.Ba

Subacute

L.Ma

Sparsely ciliate
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L.Ar.

Alternate
distichous

L. Ty.

e

Bipinnate

L.Sh.

Oblong-Elliptic-
terminal obovate

L.Ap.

Obtuse-Retuse,
Apiculate

:

Oblique,Obtuse

L.Ma

Entire

Albizia lebbeck (1) Benth.

MIMOSACEAE
Black Siris, East Indian Walnut -E

Vagai -Ir

Vagai -Ta; Vaga -Ma; Siris -Hi
HABIT: A large deciduous tree.

FLOWER: In axillary umbellate clusters or solitary, greenish, fragrant. Flowering
from February-April.

FRUIT: A pod, flat, compressed, yellow. Fruiting from April onwards, persistent till
after the next flowering.

FIELD TIPS: Rachis with glands in the middle of the leaf stalk. Bark brownish grey.

Wood dark brown. Lenticels prominent in young bark.
MISCELLANEOUS: Used for building and agricultural purposes.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Plains from the coast to 1200m, often planted. A
native of Tropical Himalaya, India, Sri Lanka, Southeast Asia, SouthChina.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: Nesting site for the rock bee Apis dorsata.
Elephants eat the leaves. The wood is used for religious and sacrificial fires. The bark
in combination with four other barks is used to make a medicine for fever. Mostly
found as a solitary tree not in groves.
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Anogeissus latifolia (. Wallich ex Guill. & Perr.
COMBRETACEAE

Vejjai and Jindalu -Ir
Vekk aali, Vellainagai -Ta; Maru kanchiram -Ma; Bakli -Hi

HABIT: A tall deciduous tree.

FLOWER: In axillary, aggregated cymose heads, yellow. Flowering from
April-June.

FRUIT: A drupe, clustered, compressed, two winged, tubular calyx persistent in
fruit. Seed1. Fruiting from June-August.

FIELD TIPS: Grey, pubescent branchlets. Bark light grey with round patches.
Flowers without petals.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Dominant in dry deciduous forests, 700 -1100m.
Peninsular India in the South Deccan and North Nilgiris.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: The new flush secretes resin which is taken by
the bees. The trees found in Sigur are shorter in size because of the soil condition.
The trees around Chokkanali village were destroyed by insects which attack the
bark. The wood is used for fire wood. A piece of the bark is kept in the mouth to treat
high fever. The barks of Bankini + Silla + V&jjai are crushed with lime juice and
applied over the body to cure swelling of nodes.

L.Ar.

Alternate
distichous

L. Ty.

Simple

L.Sh.

of

Oblong-
Obovate-
Orbicular(sub)

L.Ap.

Obtuse-Rotund

L.Ba.

Rotund-Cuneate

L.Ma

Entire
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L.Ar.

Alternate
distichous

L. Ty.

Simple

L.Sh.

Lanceolate-
Elliptic

L.Ap.

Acute-Notched

L.Ba.

Obtuse-Sub acute

L.Ma

Entire-Crenulate

Atalantia monophylla () corr. serr.

RUTACEAE
Wild Lime -E

Kaduimbi, Kattu elumeachi -Ir

Kattunaarangam, Kattu elumeachi -Ta

HABIT: An armed densely foliaceous tree

FLOWER: In axillary racemes, fragrant, cream. Flowering in two peaks, September-
December and February-March.

FRUIT: A berry, globose, ripening orange. Seeds 4, ovoid. Fruiting through out the
year.

FIELD TIPS: Wood yellowish and very hard.
MISCELLANEOUS: The lower altitude replacement of Atalantia racemosa.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Common in plains from the coast in scrub jungles
upto 1000m. Peninsular India and Khasia hills.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: Used as fuel wood.
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Azadiwrachta indica Adr. Juss.
MELIACEAE

Margosa, Indian Lilac -E

Bemba mara - Ir

Veppa, Vembu -Ta; Vembu -Ma; Neem -Hi

HABIT: A medium sized semi-evergreen tree.

FLOWER: In axillary panicles, white. Flowering from March-April and
August-September.

FRUIT: A drupe, oblong-ovoid, ripening green to yellow. Seed 1, ellipsoid. Fruit
ripening by June.

FIELD TIPS: Bark fissured and brown. New foliage February-March.
MISCELLANEOUS: Bark, leaves, flowers and seeds yield oil and used extensively

for medicinal purposes. Wood resistant to termite attacks.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Common in plains from the coast to 900 m. Native
of India and China, also cultivated widely.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: The twigs are used as toothbrush. The leaves
are used in religious rites. The wood is used to light the funeral pyre. The leaves are
used to treat chickenpox.

L.Ar.

Alternate
distichous

L. Ty.

Odd-Even

iinnate

Oblong /
Lanceolate

Acuminate

Oblique/Cuneate

Serrate
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L.Ar.

Alternate
Distichous

L. Ty.

Bifoliate

L.Sh.

ol

Ovate-Orbicular

L.Ap.

Obtuse-
Mucronate

L.Ba.

Cordate

L.Ma

Entire

Bauhinia racemosa Lam.

CAESALPINIACEAE
Burmese Silk Orchid -E

Aasa mara -Ir; Archi, Atti -Ta

HABIT: A small deciduous tree.
FLOWER: In axillary or terminal racemes, white. Flowering from March-June.

FRUIT: A pod, oblong, compressed, often twisted, dark green. Fruiting through the

season.

FIELD TIPS: A densely foliaceous rather crooked tree. Bark rough and black. The
pods are often twisted.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Very common in foothills,upto 1000m. India and
Sri Lanka.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: Elephants feed on this tree. The juice which is
extracted from the tender shoots is mixed with mother s milk, and is used to clean
and cool the eye. The juice from the stem is mixed with cumin and milk to cure
dysentery. The bark fibre is used to make ropes to tie the cows and make ladders.
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Bischofia javanica Blume

BISCHOFIACEAE
Tiger Tree, Bishopwood - E

Thondi, Milachityan, Malaipoovarasu, Chozhavaengai -Ta; Thirippu, Nira -Ma; Kein-Hi

HABIT: A large deciduous tree.
FLOWER: In axillary panicles. Flowering from February-March.

FRUIT: A drupe,succulent, globose, on an elongated stalk; endocarp two valved,
green turning brown. Seeds 2, oblong, trigonous. Fruiting from March-May.

MISCELLANEOUS: Wood durable under water and used in construction.

FIELD TIPS: Bark rough, fibrous and brown. Wood black. Prominent dark green
foliage.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: In both deciduous and evergreen forests
900-1800m, along shola borders. Peninsular India, Western and Eastern Ghats.

L.Ar.

Alternate
distichous

L. Ty.

Palmately
trifoliate

L.Sh.

Elliptic-Ovate

L.Ap.

Acuminate

L.Ba.

Rounded-Acute

L.Ma

Serrate
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L.Ar.

Alternate
distichous

L. Ty.

Simple

L.Sh.

Ovate-Cordate

L.Ap.

Acute-Acuminate

L.Ba.

Cordate-Truncate

L.Ma

Entire

Bixa orellana 1.

BIXACEAE
Annatto, Lipstick Tree -E

Kunguma poo, Senthuram -Ir
Sinduri, Latkan -Hi

HABIT: A small evergreen tree.
FLOWER: In terminal panicles, pink turning white. Flowering throughout the year.

FRUIT: A capsule, reddish brown, two-valved, spiny. Seeds many, red. Fruiting
throughout the year.

MISCELLANEOUS: Commercially grown for its red dye. Used as a food coloring.
Used by Native Americans to make red colored body paint.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Grown as an ornamental tree. Native to South
America.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: Seeds yield ared color dye.
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Bombax cetba 1.

BOMBACACEAE
Silk Cotton Tree -E
Poola maram -Ir
Mullilavu -Ta; Burla, Sauri -Ka; llavu -Ma; Simal -Hi

HABIT: A deciduous tree with conical prickles on the trunk when young.

FLOWER: Paired or clustered at the end branch-lets, blood red. Flowering from
March-April.

FRUIT: A capsule, oblong, dehiscing by five leathery or woody valves. Seeds many,
smooth, globose, embedded in long white wool. Fruiting April onwards.

FIELD TIPS: Tree with buttressed base when mature.
MISCELLANEOUS: The bark gives a gum and exudates is used in medicine. The

cotton is used to stuff pillows. Timber used for matches and coftins.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Occasional in plains from the coast, on the
deciduous belt of the hills to 1400m. Tropical Asia to New Guinea.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: The rock bee, Apis dorsata can be found

nesting on this tree.

L.Ar.

Alternate
distichous

L. Ty.

Digitate

L.Sh.

Elliptic-
Lanceolate or
oblong

L.Ap.

Acuminate,
Caudate or Acute

L.Ba.

Cuneate,
SubAcute

L.Ma.

Enitre
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L.Ar.

Apically clustered

L. Ty.

e

Imparipinnate

L.Sh.

Oblong-
Lanceolate

i
>
=

Tapering-Acute

L.Ba.

Cuneate / Sub
acute /Oblique

L.Ma.

Sub entire -
Crenate

Boswellia serrata Roxb. ex Colebr.
BURSERACEAE

Incense Tree, Indian Olibanum -E

Dhoopa mara -Ir

Kungiliyam -Ta; Salai -Hi

HABIT: A medium sized deciduous tree.
FLOWER: In axillary panicles, white. Flowering from February-March.

FRUIT: A drupe, three-four angled. Seed 1. Fruiting April onwards.

FIELD TIPS: Bark whitish smooth and strong smelling resin.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Occasional in the hills on the lower dry deciduous

slopes to 900m, in gravelly poor soils in full sun. Central and Peninsula India.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: Difterent species of bees like Apis dorsata and
Trigona sp. collect resin from the bark. The resin is collected and used for religious
rituals, as incense.
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Bridelia crenulata roxb.
EUPHORBIACEAE

Siru ponnai -Ir

Semmaram -Ta
HABIT: A medium sized deciduous tree.

FLOWER: In axillary clusters or spikes, greenish to purple. Flowering from
May-June.

FRUIT: In crowded drupes tinged red, finally white, pulpy, globose. Seed 1. Fruiting
from July-September.

FIELD TIPS: Bark dark brown. Leaf with 15-20 pairs of strong paired veins.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Common on the slopes, inside forests of savanna
type 500 -1400m. Indian subcontinent.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: Strong timber. Bark is used for medicinal
preparations. Elephants eat the bark and leaves.

L.Ar.

Alternate
distichous

L. Ty.

Simple

L.Sh.

Oblong-Elliptic-
ate

L.Ap.

Ig

Obtuse-Retuse

L.Ba.

Truncate-
Rounded

L.Ma.

Entire
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L.Ar.

Alternate
distichous

L. Ty.

Palmately
trifoliate

L.Sh.

Rhomboid-
broadly ovate -
oblique

L.Ap.

Obtuse, Retuse

L.Ba.

Cuneate

L.Ma

Entire

Butea monosperma (Lam.) Taubert
FABACEAE

Flame of the Forest -E

Muthagai -Ir
Porasu -Ta; Palash, Dhak -Hi

HABIT: A medium sized deciduous tree.
FLOWER: In racemes, saffron. Flowering from February-April.

FRUIT: A pod, oblong, compressed, wing like. Seed 1. Fruiting from March onwards.
FIELD TIPS: Tree leafless when flowering, Leaf fall, January.

MISCELLANEOUS: Leaves made into platters; and the tree yields a red kino gum.
The lac insect is raised on this tree. Bark yeilds fibre.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Occasional in plains from the coast to 1000m.
Tropical Himalaya, India, Sri Lanka, South east Asia, Malaysia.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: The leaves are used as plates. The flowers are
oftered to the local deity, Bommappan. The bark yields a dye. Roots are made into
paint brushes by the local people.
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Canthium dicoccum (Gaertner) Teijsm. & Binnend.

RUBIACEAE
Oppai -Ir

Nekkini, Irambaranthan, Naluvai, Navugu -Ta

HABIT: A medium sized tree.

FLOWER: In cymes, green. Flowering from January-March.

FRUIT: A drupe, ellipsoid. Seeds 1 -2, oblong. Fruiting from April-June.
FIELD TIPS: Tender parts pubescent.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Common to locally abundant. Less in the plains in
scrub jungle. Hills 800 -1200m on the slopes. Indian subcontinent.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: Preferred firewood tree. Fruits edible.

Opposite

L. Ty.

Simple

L.Sh.

Elliptic/Ovate/
Oblanceolate

L.Ap.

Acute/Acuminate

L.Ba.

Cuneate

L.Ma

Entire
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L.Ar.

Alternate
distichous

L. Ty.

o]

Paripinnate

L.Sh.

Oblong-Broadly
ovate

i
>
=

Gradually
tapering

L.Ba.

Cuneate-
Subcuneate

L.Ma

Entire

Cassia fistula 1.
CAESALPINIACEAE

Indian Laburnum -E

Kakkai, Konnai -Ir

Sarakonnai -Ta; Kakke -Ka; Konna -Ma; Amaltash -Hi

HABIT: A medium sized deciduous tree.
FLOWER: In terminal racemes, yellow, drooping. Flowering from March-May.

FRUIT: An indehiscent pod, 30cm long, turning from green to black when dry. Seeds
many, obovoid to ellipsoidal, biconvex, arranged transversely. Fruiting throughout
the year.

FIELD TIPS: Bark pale, smooth when young, darker and rough when old.
Leaf fall, February. New foliage, March.

MISCELLANEOUS: Flowers are in demand for festivals. One of the few indigenous

trees that were planted as avenue trees. The green pods are eaten by bears.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Found growing wild on the hills to 1400m in dry

deciduous forests. Peninsular India.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: Wood used as fuel wood. The bark is made
into a paste with turmeric powder and cumin and the juice is extracted and used to
cure nausea and vomiting. The bark also yields an orange dye. Extensive overharvest
of bark for trade took place in the past, now collection of bark is banned.
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Cassine glauca Roub.) Kuntze
CELASTRACEAE

Mukarasi -Ir

Kaneera, Karuvali, Khiri -Ta; Jamrasi -Hi

HABIT: An evergreen tree

FLOWER: In axillary or terminal corymbose cymes, green. Flowering from
March-September.

FRUIT: A drupe, oblong. Seed 1. Fruiting throughout the year.
FIELD TIPS: Bark relatively thin, blaze grey flesh colored.
MISCELLANEOUS: Planted as avenue trees.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Very common in foothills to 1200m. Indiaand Sri
Lanka.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: Apis cerana nest in the cavities of the tree and
the honey vyield is usually high as the bees are able to build large combs here.
Parakeets and koels eat the fruit. The leaves and fruit are eaten by cows, goats, deers
and peacocks. Wood is used for fire wood, furniture making and house construction.
Lichens are found growing on this tree.

L.Ar.

Decussate

L. Ty

Simple

L.Sh.

Ovate-Oblong

L.Ap.

Acute-Acuminate

L.Ba.

Obtuse

L.Ma

Serrate-Crenate
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L.Ar.

Alternate
distichous

L. Ty.

Simple

L.Sh.

(Obliquely)
Obovate-
Rhomboid

L.Ap.

Acuminate

L.Ba.

Obliquely acute -
attenuate

L.Ma.

Serrate
(except at base)

Celtis tetrandra Roxv.

ULMACEAE
Nilgiri Elm -E
Kallai, Kadalai -Ir

Murungan, Kuriyaa -Ta

HABIT: A medium sized tree.
FLOWER: In axillary racemes, white. Flowering from January - March.

FRUIT: A drupe, globose, ripening yellow, brownish black. Seed 1, globose. Fruiting
from February-April.

FIELD TIPS: Fruit is hard when dry, edible, bitter to taste.
HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Often in sholas. Hills above 900m. Indian

subcontinent.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: Barkyields fibre.
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Celtzs phzlzppens lS Blanco var. wzghtu (Planchon) Soep.
ULMACEAE

Korlumuruka maram -Ir
Ellumbiruthi, Kodaalimuriki -Ta; Butha -Ma

HABIT: A densely foliaceous tree.
FLOWER: In short panicles, white. Flowering from December-April.

FRUIT: A drupe, ellipsoid, beaked when young, green, red when ripe. Fruiting
February onwards.

FIELD TIPS: Bark white outside. Wood very hard. Leaves 3-nerved from base.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Very common in forest foothills to 1200m. Tropical
Africa to Madagascar, India, Indo China and South east Asia.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: Apis cerana nests can be found in the cavities.
Wood used for fuel and construction. The bark is used to cure typhoid.

L.Ar.

Alternate
distichous

L. Ty.

Simple

L.Sh.

Elliptic- Oblong-
Lanceolate

L.Ap.

Acute

L.Ba.

Rounded

L.Ma

Entire

FOREST PLANTS OF THE NILGIRIS m 29



L.Ar.

Alternate
distichous

L. Ty.

g

Paripinnate

L.Sh

Lanceolate

i
>
=

Obtuse

L.Ba

Oblique

L.Ma

Entire

Chloroxylon swietenia pc.

RUTACEAE
Satin Wood -E

Urugul maram, Purusa maram -Ir

Purush, Porasu, Vaaimaram, Mammarai -Ta; Bhera -Hi

HABIT: A medium sized densely foliaceous deciduous tree.
FLOWER: In terminal or axillary panicles, cream. Flowering from March-April.

FRUIT: A capsule, three valved, oblong. Seeds 12-15, oblong, compressed, margins
angular, apically winged. Fruiting throughout the year.

FIELD TIPS: Bark deeply fissured, very hard and deep yellow. Leaf fall February-
March.

MISCELLANEOUS: Wood used for agricultural implements and resistant to termite.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Very common in lower dry deciduous slopes.
Hills upto 1200m. Peninsula and Sri Lanka.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: Trigona sp. and Apis cerana bee nests can be
found in the cavities of this tree. The pollen is bitter and eating it can cure indigestion
especially after overeating. Shrews and giant squirrels eat the seeds. The wood 1s
termite resistant, hence used for construction. The leaves are crushed with Toddalia
sp. and applied for scabies. The wood is used to make ploughs and handles for
agricultural implements. The sap wood along with other ingredients is given in small
doses to bring out the placenta. A paste made of the leaves and salt is applied with a
brush made of the root of the Pongamia pinnata tree to cure skin diseases.
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Cipadessa baccifera (rom) Miq.

MELIACEAE
Pulipanchedi, Savattu chedi -Ta; Nal bila -Hi

HABIT: An unarmed tall shrub or small tree.

FLOWER: In axillary peduncled panicles, white. Flowering from March-April and
also in July-August.

FRUIT: A five-ribbed drupe, red turning black when ripe.
FIELD TIPS: Crushed leaves have a pungent odour.
HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Common in lateritic hills, secondary disturbed

forests. Above 750m in dry forests. Peninsular India, Deccan region and Western

Ghats.

L.Ar.

Alternate /Sub
osite

o

Imparipinnate

L.Sh

Oblong

i
>
=

Acuminate

L.Ba

Cuneate

L.Ma

Proximally entire
/ Distally serrate
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L.Ar.

Alternate
distichous

L. Ty.

Simple

L.Sh.

Palmately lobed

L.Ap.

Acute-Acuminate

L.Ba.

Cordate/Truncate

L.Ma

Entire

Cochlospermum religiosum (L) Alston
COCHLOSPERMACEAE

Buttercup Tree, Yellow Silk Cotton Tree -E

Bettatha avarai -Ir
Tanaku, Kongillane -Ta; Baruga -Ka; Appa kudukka -Ma; Galgal -Hi

HABIT: A medium sized deciduous tree.
FLOWER: In terminal panicles, bright yellow. Flowering from February-April.

FRUIT: A capsule, obovoid, three to five valved, brown. Seeds many, surrounded by
pale white cottony hair. Fruiting from March-June.

FIELD TIPS: Leaves glabrous above, densely brownish tomentose below. Flowers
with prominent sepals. Flowers when all the leaves have fallen.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Occasionally found in deciduous forest of the
lower slopes, grassy and close to cliffs. Less common on the West coast from 300-
900m. Western sub Himalayan tract from the Sutlej eastwards, drier parts of the
Peninsula.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: Leaves are eaten by the sambar deer. Bark is
used for preparation of medicines. The immature fruit is cut at the top and inner
material is removed. A flour of ragi and gram with jaggery is put inside the shell. The
opening is sealed with the cut piece. This is put into the fire and cooked. The cooked
mixture is given to cure tumour in the stomach.
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Cordia gharaf (Forsskal) Ehrenb. ex Asch.
CORDIACEAE

Grey Leaved Saucerberry, Narrow Leaved Sepistan -E

Sellai -Ir

Sirunaruvuli, Narivirian -Ta; Veri, Verasham -Ma; Lasora, Gondi -Hi

HABIT: A tree.
FLOWER: In terminal clusters, cream. Flowering from October-November.

FRUIT: A drupe, globose, green at first maturing pinkish-cream or turning black on
ripening. It is held on a saucer shaped calyx and contains mucilage. Seed 1, stony.
Fruiting January onwards.

FIELD TIPS: Trunk crooked. Bark grey or brownish grey with longitudinal fissures.
Wood hard, brown, streaked.

MISCELLANEOUS: Wood used in making agricultural implements and furniture.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Occasional in plains from the coast to 900m.
India, Sri Lanka, Pakistan, Arabia, North Africa.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: Fruits edible.

L.Ar.

Alternate/
(sub)opposite

L. Ty.

Simple

L.Sh.

Oblanceolate-
Oblong

L.Ap.

Subacute

L.Ba.

Rounded-Acute

L.Ma

Entire
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L.Ar.

Alternate/
Subopposite

L. Ty.

Simple

L.Sh.

Broadly ovate-
Orbicular

L.Ap.

Obtuse

L.Ba.

Truncate-
Subcordate

L.Ma.

Entire

Cordia wallichit pon.

CORDIACEAE
Karadi Sellai -Ir
Pazhan thekku, Kokkaimani-Ta

HABIT: A tree.

FLOWER: In branched corymbose cymes, fragrant, white. Flowering from
March-May.

FRUIT: A drupe, ellipsoid, fruiting calyx not ribbed. Seed 1. Fruiting May onwards.
MISCELLANEOUS: Fruits edible.
HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Occasional in foothills to 900m. West India through

Peninsula.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: The mucilaginous fruits are eaten by bears
also. Cattle feed on the leaves. Wood is used as fuel and for construction of houses.
Bark is used as a paint brush for white washing houses. Birds like to nest in this tree.
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Dalbergia lanceolaria L1
FABACEAE

Beluga maram -Ir

Velangu, Erigai -Ta

HABIT: A densely foliaceous tree.

FLOWER: In axillary panicles, pale pink. Flowering peaks during April.

FRUIT: A pod, lanceolate, faintly nerved, dark green. Seeds 1 - 3. Fruiting May

onwards.
FIELD TIPS: The pods match perfectly with the leaves.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Common on hills upto 600-1400m on the
deciduous slopes. India, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Burma.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: Apis dorsata nesting site. Fruits eaten by spotted
deer, mouse deer. Timber is highly valued. Leaves are eaten by elephants. Bark is
used for medicinal purposes.

L.Ar.

Alternate
distichous

-
\ﬁ?ﬁ%‘?

Imparipinnate

L.Sh

Obovate

L.Ap

Obtuse

L.Ba

Cuneate-Obtuse

L.Ma

Entire
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L.Ar.

Alternate spiral

=

Paripinnate

L.Sh

Obovate-
Orbicular

i
>
=

Rotund-Retuse

L.Ba

Sub acute-Obtuse.

L.Ma

Entire

Dalbergia latifolia roxb.

FABACEAE
East Indian Rose Wood -E

Beeti -Ir
Eetti, thodagathi, Tawadi, Eravad -Ta; Sitsal -Hi

HABIT: A semi evergreen tree.
FLOWER: In axillary panicles, fragrant, white. Flowering from August - September.

FRUIT: A pod, oblong, lanceolate prominently nerved. Seeds 1-2, reniform,
compressed. Fruiting throughout the year.

FIELD TIPS: Bark grey, peeling off in thin long flakes. Young pods match in color
with the leaves. Leaves dark olive green and downy beneath. Wood reddish brown.

MISCELLANEOUS: One of the finest woods for a range of purposes.
HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Common on hills 750-1300m. Indian subcontinent.
INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: Bark is used for medicinal purposes.
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Dichrostachys cinerea (L.)Wight & Arn. ssp.

cinerea var. cinerea

MIMOSACEAE
Painted Thorn Bush -E

Odavara -Ir
Vadathalla -Ta; Wadu -Ka; Vurtuli -Hi

HABIT: A small armed tree.

FLOWER: In axillary or solitary spikes, bicolored, pink sterile and yellow bisexual
flowers. Flowering peaks from April-July.

FRUIT: A pod, linear, flat, coiled. Seeds 4-6, ovoid, compressed. Fruiting throughout
the year.

FIELD TIPS: Conspicuous because of the bicolored flowers. Bark grey or light
brown. Gland present on the rachis.

MISCELLANEOUS: Grows in poor soils. Wood used for agricultural implements.
The sterile pink flowers attract pollinators.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Common in plains from the coast, in scrub jungles
to 900m. India and Sri Lanka.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: Bark is medicinal. The fibre of this tree is
immersed or soaked in elephant dung and tied on the wrist of infants, this pratice is
believed to improve their appetite. The bark is crushed and tied around the forehead
as a cure for headaches. Preferred firewood species.

L.Ar.

Alternate
distichous

L. Ty.

il

Bipinnate

L.Sh.

Elliptic

L.Ap.

Acute

L.Ba.

Obtuse

L.Ma

Entire
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L.Ar.

Alternate

L. Ty

Simple

L.Sh.

Elliptic-Ovate-
Oblong

L.Ap.

(Sub)acute-
use

L.Ba.

IO
g

Truncate-
(Sub)cordate

L.Ma.

Entire

Diospyros montana roxb.

EBENACEAE
Bankini, Jagalkanti -Ir

Vakkanatthi, Karunthuvalisu -Ta
HABIT: A small tree.

FLOWER: Male flowers in axillary umbels, female flowers solitary, greenish.
Flowering from March-April.

FRUIT: A berry, ovoid to ob-conical, green turning orange when mature, crowned
with a calyx. Seed 1, oblong. Fruits mature by October.

FIELD TIPS: Barkblack outside, yellow within. Bright green foliage with a truncate
base. Fruits with persistent calyx.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Very common, in a wide range of habitats and
resistant to sun and drought. Found in hill to 1200m. Sri Lanka, India, Nepal,
Malesia, tropical Australia.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: Tender shoots are cooked and eaten. The
wood is used for agricultural implements and handles. The bark is used to drive
away unwanted persons from the village, by leaving a piece in their house. The wood
is not used for fuel wood as it is believed that burning this wood causes feuds in the
family. Tender shoots are boiled with salt and tied over aching joints. The bark is an
important ingredient of many medicines.
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Eriolaena hookeriana wight & Am.

STERCULIACEAE
Udupai -Ir
Uduppai -Ta

HABIT: A small tree.

FLOWER: In axillary cymes, yellow. Flowering throughout the year.

FRUIT: A capsule, pyriform, woody. Seeds winged. Fruiting throughout the year.
FIELD TIPS: New foliage reddish in December. Capsules persistent.

MISCELLANEOUS: A strong wood used for agricultural implements and axe
handles.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Commonly found in cleared slopes in full sun at
750-1000m. Central and South India.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: Fruits are eaten by birds, bears and monkeys.
Leaves are rolled into cheroots. The mucilage from the bark is mixed with water and
given as a cure for stomachaches.

L.Ar.

Alternate
distichous

L. Ty.

Simple

L.Sh.

Broadly ovate-
Cordate

L.Ap.

Acuminate

L.Ba.

Cordate

L.Ma

Irregularly

dentate
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L.Ar.

Alternate
distichous

L. Ty.

Palmately
trifoliate

L.Sh.

Rhomboid-
Ovate

L.Ap.

Acute

L.Ba.

Truncate

L.Ma.

Entire or Sinuate-
Lobed

Erythrina suberosa Roxb.
FABACEAE

Parivalla -Ir

Mullumurungu -Ta; Pangra -Hi

HABIT: A medium sized deciduous tree.

FLOWER: In racemes, red. Flowering throughout the year.

FRUIT: A pod, sub terete. Seeds 2-5. Fruiting throughout the year.

FIELD TIPS: Bark corky, armed with prickles.

MISCELLANEOUS: The softwood is used to make lacquer. Grown easily from

cuttings, planted as live fence.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Occasional on hills, on moist slopes, India,
Nepal, Bhutan, Burma, Thailand and Vietnam.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: Beetles forage on the flower. The tender shoots
are cooked with horse gram to make a curry.
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Erythroxylum monogynum Roxv.
ERYTHROXYLACEAE

Bastard Sandal -E

Jeevathalai -Ir

Devadara, Sembulichan -Ta; Devadaram -Ka

HABIT: A small tree.

FLOWER: Axillary, solitary or fascicled, whitish. Flowering from March-July and
October-December.

FRUIT: A drupe,oblong , ripening red. Seed 1. Fruiting with two peaks from
July-January and March-May.

FIELD TIPS: Bark dark brown, rough. Wood is very hard and reddish brown.

HABITAT &DISTRIBUTION: Very common, locally abundant in foothill scrub
jungles upto 1000 m. Peninsular India and Sri Lanka.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: Oil from the seed is used to cure psoriasis.

L.Ar.

Alternate
distichous

L. Ty.

Simple

L.Sh.

Elliptic-Obovate

;

Obtuse -
Emarginate

L.Ba.

Cuneate

L.Ma

Entire
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L.Ar.

Alternate
distichous

L. Ty.

Simple

L.Sh.

Elliptic-Ovate

L.Ap.

Obtuse-Subacute

L.Ba.

Rounded-
Sub Cordate

L.Ma.

Entire

Ficus benghalensis 1.

MORACEAE
Banyan Tree, East Indian Fig Tree -E

Alamaram -Ir
Ala -Ta; Alada -Ka; Ala -Ma; Bor, Bar -Hi

HABIT: A large tree with horizontal branches and aerial roots.
FLOWER: A fig, axillary, depressed-globose, sessile, ripening red.
FRUIT: An achene, globose-ellipsoid, dark-brown. Fruiting throughout the year.

FIELD TIPS: Stem deeply fluted and buttressed. Bark geryish-white. Wood greyish
white, moderately hard, without heartwood. Latex white.

MISCELLANEOUS: Fruits eaten by birds. Wood durable under water and used for

well-curbs, tent and yoke. Considered to be a sacred tree.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Plains from the coast to 1000m. Sri Lanka, India,
Pakistan, now widely cultivated.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: Fruits eaten by birds. Applying a mixture of
coconut oil and pulp of the fruit promotes hair growth.
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Ficus microcarpa L
MORACEAE

Indian Laurel Fig -E
Ichi -Ir
Kal ichi, Kal atthi -Ta; Pilala, Kirugoti -Ka; Ittiyal -Ma

HABIT: A densely foliaceous and copiously branched tree.
FLOWER: A fig, axillary, on leafless branch-lets.

FRUIT: An achene, smooth.

FIELD TIPS: Bark brown, fairly smooth. Wood is light reddish grey. Presence of

aerial roots from branches; glands in the petiole.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Common, often associated with rocks. Hills above
300m. India, Sri Lanka, South China, Ryuku isles to Great Britain.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: Goats eat the leaves. The bark when used in
combination with other herbs is a good medicine to cure boils or swelling on the
limbs.

L.Ar.

Alternate
distichous

L. Ty.

Simple

L.Sh.

Elliptic-Ovate-
Obovate

L.Ap.

Rounded-Acute

L.Ba.

Acute-Cuneate

L.Ma

Entire-Undulate
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L.Ar.

Alternate
distichous
-Sub opposite

:

Simple

L.Sh.

Elliptic-Ovate

L.Ap.

Broadly acute

L.Ba.

Sub cordate

L.Ma

Entire

Ficus mollis vani
MORACEAE

Sunkathi -Ir
HABIT: A small or medium sized tree.

FLOWER: In axillary paired or clustered, sessile, globose with fleshy brownish

tomentum.
FRUIT: A fig, smooth. Fruiting November omwards.
FIELD TIPS: The tree throws out small aerial roots from branches. Rusty foliage.

leaves tomentose on either side, upper surface becoming glabrous, dark green above,

yellow-flufty below.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Very common on rocks. Foothills up to 900m.
India and Sri Lanka.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: Used as fire wood. The bark is used to cure
sores caused by black magic.
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Ficus racemosa 1.

MORACEAE
Country Fig, Cluster Fig -E

Athi -Ir
Atti, Vellai atthi, Nalla atthi -Ta; Atti -Ka; Atthi, Atthi al -Ma; Goolar -Hi

HABIT: A large deciduous tree with few and short aerial roots.
FLOWER: A fig, thick, soft, purplish red when ripe.
FRUIT: An achene, lenticular. Fruiting from March-June.

FIELD TIPS: Bark grey-reddish-brown. Wood greyish-brown and soft. Glandular
at nerve-axils. Leaf gall present.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Common on plains to 1500m. India, Sri Lanka,
Pakistan, South China to New Guinea and Queensland.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: Fruits edible but not tasty.

L.Ar.

Alternate

L. Ty.

Simple

L.Sh.

Oblanceolate

L.Ap.

Acute

L.Ba.

Rounded-Acute

L.Ma

Entire
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L.Ar.

Alternate
distichous

L. Ty.

Simple

L.Sh.

Ovate(broadly)

L.Ap.

Caudate

L.Ba.

Truncate

L.Ma

Undulate

Ficus religiosa 1.

MORACEAE
Sacred Fig -E

Arasa -Ir
Arasa -Ta; Arali -Ka; Arasu, Aal -Ma; Pipal -Hi

HABIT: A large tree, often starting as an epiphyte.
FLOWER: A fig, axillary, paired, sessile, ripening pink, purple or black.
FRUIT: Seed achene, smooth, many. Friuting from April-September.

FIELD TIPS: With few or no aerial roots, often epiphytic. Bark grey smooth. Leaf
fall March-April. New foliage April-May.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Plains from the coast upto 1200m. Often planted

around temples. Indian subcontinent.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: Leaves are used for medicinal purpose.
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Ficus virens Aiton

MORACEAE
Spotted White Fig -E
Sellai -Ir
Ichchi, Malai ichchi -Ta; Basari -Ka; Cherla -Ma; Pakri -Hi

HABIT: A large deciduous tree without aerial roots, frequently epiphytic.
FLOWER: A fig, axillary, paired, globose, cream coloured, thick walled.
FRUIT: An achene, smooth. Figs ripening by December.

FIELD TIPS: Bark greenish-grey, smooth. Wood grey and moderately hard.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Occasional in hills above 800m, in forest. Sri
Lanka, India to the Solomon Islands.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: Fruits edible . Bears and tortoises have been
observed feeding on the fruit.

L.Ar.

Alternate
distichous

L. Ty.

Simple

L.Sh.

Oblong-Ovate

L.Ap.

Abruptly
acuminate

L.Ba.

-

Rounded -
Truncate -
(sub)cordate

L.Ma.

Entire
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L.Ar.

Opposite
decussate

L. Ty.

Simple

L.Sh.

Obovate-
Oblo

:

Obtuse

L.Ba.

Rounded-
(sub) Cordate

L.Ma.

Entire

Gardenia gummifera L.

RUBIACEAE
Kambi -Ir
Kambil, Vellapaavattaa -Ta; Chitta bike -Ka; Kikemali -Hi

HABIT: A small deciduous tree or shrub.
FLOWER: Solitary or in cymes, white. Flowering from January-April.

FRUIT: A berry, ellipsoid or oblong. Seeds many, rugose. Fruiting from
March-April.

FIELD TIPS: Rough twisted branches. Yellow resin at the tip of branchlets.
MISCELLANEOUS: The yellow resin is used in ayurvedic medicinal preparations.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Common on degraded slopes, rocky strata in
deciduous forests, usually found in dry laterite forests. Hills above 1000 m. Peninsular
India, Northern Circars, Deccan and Carnatic. Westwards on the foot of the Ghats
on the Malabar coast.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: The gum is taken from the tip and chewed to
make it pliable after which it is stuck to the forehead as a cure for headache. The gum
falls oft when the headache is cured.
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Givotia rottleriformis Griffith
EUPHORBIACEAE

Bhuguthalai, Thali maram -Ir
Thaala maram, Kottai thanuku, Vellai Poothalai, Vendalai -Ta

HABIT: A moderate sized tree.
FLOWER: In sub terminal pendulous panicles. Flowering from April-July.

FRUIT: A drupe, subglobose or ellipsoid fulvous-tomentose. Seed 1, globose or
ellipsoid with a bony testa. Fruiting from May-June.

FIELD TIPS: Bark smooth and brown, peeling oft in circular scales. Bruised bark
yields a blood red sap. Leaf fall in March.

MISCELLANEOUS: The white wood is used to carve toys and lacquered articles.
The seeds yield oil.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Commonly found along dry deciduous hills
400-900m. Peninsular India and Sri Lanka.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: Wood is used for fuel. The kernel is edible.

The juice is extracted from the bark and administered to cure jaundice.

L.Ar.

Alternate
distichous

L. Ty.

Simple

L.Sh.

Cordate

L.Ap.

Acuminate

(shortly)
L.Ba.

Cordate(sub)

L.Ma.

Dentate
(coarsely)
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L.Ar.

Alternate
distichous

Imparipinnate

Lanceolate-
Elliptic

Acuminate

L.Ba

Obtuse

L.Ma

Entire

Glzrzczdza sepium (Jacq.) Kunth ex Walp.

FABACEAE
Spotted Gliricidia -E
Vivasaaya thagarai -Ta

HABIT: A deciduous tree.
FLOWER: In racemes, pink. Flowering from February-April.
FRUIT: A pod, oblong, continuous between seeds. Fruiting April onwards.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Introduced, plains to 1400m. Planted in coffee
plantations. Native of South America.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: The twigs are used as support for bean crops.
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Gmelina arborea Roxo.

VERBENACEAE
White Kashmir Teak -E
Goola -Ir
Kumalaa -Ta; Shivani -Ka; Kumbil -Ma; Gumbar -Hi

HABIT: A large deciduous tree.

FLOWER: In axillary or terminal panicles, orangish yellow. Flowering from
February-May.

FRUIT: A fleshy drupe, yellow when ripe. Seeds 2-4, oblong. Fruiting from
May-June.

FIELD TIPS: Bark smooth white or whitish grey. Leaves thinly tomentose above,
fulvose tomentose below.

MISCELLANEOUS: Fast growing and good quality timber..
HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Common in the deciduous areas close to grasslands

and rivers. Hills above 350-900m. Indian subcontinent.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: Wood is used for firewood and the ash is used

as a toothpowder.

L.Ar.

Opposite

L. Ty.

Simple

L.Sh.

Ovate(broadly)-
cordate

L.Ap.

Obtuse-Acute

L.Ba.

Truncate-Acute

L.Ma

Entire
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L.Ar.

Alternate
distichous

L. Ty.

Simple

L.Sh.

Ovate-Rotund

L.Ap.

Sub acute

L.Ba.

Oblique — Sub
cordate

L.Ma.

Crenate- Dentate

Grewia tilufolia van

TILIACEAE
Thadasu palam, Thadachi -Ir

HABIT: A medium sized tree.

FLOWER: In axillary cymes, yellow. Flowers in April.

FRUIT: A drupe, globose two-lobed, slightly hairy, red when ripe. Seeds 1-2. Fruiting
throughout the year.

FIELD TIPS: Bark thick grey when young, dark brown on mature trees.
MISCELLANEOUS: Wood is used for tool handles.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Common on hills 800-1000m. India, Sri Lanka,
Burma, Tropical Africa.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: Fruits edible, also eaten by sambar and spotted
deer. Elephants feed on the whole plant. Bark fibre is used to wash hair and helps to
cool the body.
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Gyrocarpus americanus Jacq

HERNANDIACEAE
Thanuku -Ir
Vellai Thanuku, Kaathadi -Ta

HABIT: Alarge deciduous tree.

FLOWER: In sub terminal panicles, greenish yellow. Flowering from January-
February.

FRUIT: A drupe, obovoid globose, longitudinally ribbed, crowned by two spathulate
wings. Seed 1, obovoid. Fruiting from March-May.

FIELD TIPS: Bark grayish white, thin with a silvery luster.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Abundant along river banks in deciduous forests.
Plains upto 900m. Tropics.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: A preferred nesting site of Apis dorsata and
Trigona sp. The honey from these flowers will be watery. The bark along with cumin
is used to treat fevers and drive away evil spirits. Tamarind should not be used while
taking this medicine.

L.Ar.

Alternate
distichous

L. Ty.

Simple

L.Sh.

Ovate(broadly)

L.Ap.

Acute-Acuminate

L.Ba.

Truncate-
Cordate(sub)

L.Ma.

Entire
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L.Ar.

Opposite
decussate

L. Ty.

Simple

L.Sh.

Cordate-(sub)
orbicular

L.Ap.

Abruptly
acuminate

L.Ba.

Cordate

L.Ma

Entire

Haldina cordifolia roxv.) Ridsd.

RUBIACEAE
Kaduba -Ir
Manjakadambai, Poonthekku -Ta; Manja kadambe -Ma; Haldu -Hi

HABIT: A large deciduous tree.

FLOWER: In axillary globose heads, cream, fragrant. Flowering from
December-March.

FRUIT: A capsule, clustered. Seeds elongate, tailed above. Fruiting May onwards.
FIELD TIPS: Bark thick grey, rough, wood yellow.
MISCELLANEOUS: Wood is used for furniture, agricultural implements.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Planted in the plains, foothills to 1400m, Sri
Lanka, India to China, Vietnam, Peninsular Thailand.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: Wood is used to make the local flute — kwaal.
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Hardwickia binata roxv.
CAESALPINIACEAE

Indian Blackwood -E

Karachi -Ir
Aacha -Ta; Kamra -Ka; Anjan -Hi

HABIT: A large deciduous tree.

FLOWER: In axillary or terminal panicles, greenish cream. Flowering from
August-October

FRUIT: A pod, strap shaped, pendulous, compressed. Seed1. Fruiting from September
onwards.

FIELD TIPS: The pod has a clear longitudinal vein. Rachis has an apical deciduous
bristle. Bark is longitudinally fissured, exuding reddish resin. Leaf fall - January.
New foliage - April, coppery turning green.

MISCELLANEOUS: Good timber species. Wood hard, heavy, multi-purpose. Leaves

are used as fodder
HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Occasional on foothills to 900m. Peninsular India.
INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: Bees collect both pollen and nectar. Bees

were also observed taking the resin which comes out from the fissures on the bark.
The bark of the young branches are peeled and beaten to make the ropes used for
honey harvesting. A well maintained rope can be used for three to five years. Bison
and elephants forage on the bark and leaves.

L.Ar.

Alternate
distichous

L. Ty.

Bifoliate

L.Sh.

Obliquely
obovate

L.Ap.

Emarginate-
Obtuse

L.Ba.

(Sub) Truncate

L.Ma

Entire
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L.Ar.

Alternate
distichous

L. Ty.

Simple

L.Sh.

Elliptic-Ovate

L.Ap.

Acute

L.Ba.

Rounded-
(Sub)Cordate

L.Ma.

Entire

Holoptelea integrifolia roxbv.) Planchon

ULMACEAE
Indian EIm -E

Thavasa, Aiya maram -Ir

Aavimaram, Tambachi -Ta; Thavasai -Ka; Aval -Ma; Papri -Hi;

HABIT: A large deciduous, densely foliaceous tree.

FLOWER: In clusters, appearing before the leaves. Flowering from
February-March.

FRUIT: A samara, dry, winged, compressed. Fruiting from March onwards.

FIELD TIPS: Bark whitish grey with an offensive smell when freshly cut. Wood is
light yellowish-grey. Leat fall - February. New foliage - April.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Common, less in the plains, planted. Foothills to
1100m. India, Himalaya, Sri Lanka, Burma, Indo-China.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: The dried/fallen twigs are used as fuel wood.
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Ixora pavetta Andrews
RUBIACEAE

Small Flowered Ixora, Torch Wood Tree -E

Gura-Ir;
Shulundu, Korivi -Ta; Korgi -Ka; Suji mulla -Ma; Kota gandhal -Hi

HABIT: A small evergreen tree.

FLOWER: In axillary cymes, white, fragrant. Flowering from March-April.
FRUIT: A drupe, didymous, dark purple when ripe. Fruiting throughout the year.
FIELD TIPS: Bark dark brown. Wood light reddish brown, smooth.
MISCELLANEOUS: The branches are used for torches.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Very common on hills, deciduous slopes from
300-900m. India, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: A small piece of the wood is placed on the

stone during the prayers when the foundation stone for a house is being laid.

L.Ar.

Opposite
decussate

L. Ty.

Simple

L.Sh.

Elliptic-Oblong-
Oblanceolate

L.Ap.

Obtuse-(sub)
acute

L.Ba.

Cuneate-
(sub)cordate

L.Ma.

Entire
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L.Ar.

Alternate
distichous

L. Ty.

Simple

L.Sh.

ol

Ovate -Orbicular

L.Ap.

Rotund-Obtuse

L.Ba.

Cordate-Truncate

L.Ma.

Palmately
trilobed, Crenate-
Dentate

Kydia calycina roxv.

MALVACEAE
Roxburgh's Kydia -E
Bendai -Ir
Vattakannu -Ta; Bendi -Ka; Pula -Hi

HABIT: A small or moderate sized deciduous tree.

FLOWER: In axillary or terminal panicles, white. Flowering from
September-November.

FRUIT: A capsule, depressed-globose, winged, woolly. Seeds reniform, brown,
persistent for months.

MISCELLANEOUS: Barkyields fibre.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Occasional on deforested slopes, in mixed and
deciduous forest upto 1100m. India and Burma.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: The honey will be thick and sweet. Leaves are

eaten by elephant, sambar, deer and bison. Used for fire wood.
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Lagerstroemia reginae roxo.
LYTHRACEAE

Queen of Flowers, Pride of India -E
Pu maruthu, Kadalai -Ta; Mani maruthu -Ma; Jarul -Hi

HABIT: A large sized deciduous tree.
FLOWER: In terminal panicles, mauve. Flowering from April-June.

FRUIT: A capsule, ellipsoid or sub globose, minutely apiculate. Seeds winged, pale
brown. Fruiting from June onwards.

FIELD TIPS: Bark smooth, usually grey, wood light red and hard.
MISCELLANEOUS: Timber used for ship building and furniture.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Mainly along the river banks upto 1000 m. Native
of China. Found along the Western Ghats and Assam, Sri Lanka and Malaysia.

L.Ar.

Opposite
decussate

L. Ty.

Simple

L.Sh.

Oblong-
lanceolate/Elliptic

L.Ap.

Sub acute

L.Ba.

Acute/Rounded

L.Ma

Entire
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L.Ar.

Opposite

L. Ty.

Simple

;

Elliptic-
Lanceolate

L.Ap.

Acute

L.Ba.

Cuneate

L.Ma

Entire

Lagerstroemia lanceolata wn.

LYTHRACEAE
Nandi Tree -E
Ventheak -Ir
Vevala -Ta; Bili nandi -Ka; Venthekku -Ma

HABIT: A large deciduous tree.

FLOWER: In terminal panicles, white. Flowering from March-April.

FRUIT: A capsule, ellipsoid, brownish. Fruiting from May onwards.

FIELD TIPS: Bark smooth, white and peeling off in papery flakes. Wood reddish

brown.
MISCELLANEOUS: Timber highly valued.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: In the deciduous and dry evergreen forests upto
1000 m. Peninsular India.
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Lagerstroemia parviflora roxv.
LYTHRACEAE

Crepe Myrtle, Crepe Flower -E
Nari naval, Matharaa, Kadaa -Ta; Chenagi -Ka; Chenangi -Ma; Sida, Bakli -Hi

HABIT: Alarge deciduous tree.
FLOWER: In panicles, white. Flowering in May.

FRUIT: A capsule, three to four valves, woody. Seeds winged. Fruiting from June
onwards, persistent.

FIELD TIPS: Flowers shortlived in dense showy masses. Bark light brown, thin,

peeling in long scales.
MISCELLANEOUS: Timber is valued.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Occassional on hills above 500 m in the deciduous
belt in full sun. Tropical Himalaya, India, Burma.

L.Ar.

Opposite
decussate

L. Ty.

Simple

L.Sh.

Broadly obovate-
elliptic

L.Ap.

Obtuse-Retuse

L.Ba.

Cuneate-Sub
acute

L.Ma

Entire
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L.Ar.

Alternate-
Clustered

3
&

Imparipinnate

L.Sh

Oblong /
Obovate

i
>
=

Obtuse

L.Ba

Cuneate

L.Ma

Entire

Limonia acidissima 1.

RUTACEAE
Indian Wood apple -E

Nal vela -Ir
Vila -Ta

HABIT: An armed deciduous tree.

FLOWER: In axillary or terminal racemes, fragrant, cream. Flowering from
January-March.

FRUIT: A berry, globose, woody. Seeds many, oblong, compressed, embedded in
pulp. Fruiting throughout the year.

FIELD TIPS: Bark blackish, deeply fissured. Leaf fall December. New foliage
January-March.

MISCELLANEOUS: Fruit is woody and corky outside when mature, pulp edible

and has medicinal value.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Common in foothills, scrub jungle upto 1000m.
India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Java.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: Fruits edible. Goats eat the leaves. The tree is

found only in certain patches in the forest. Elephants eat the leaves.
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Madhuca indica j.Gmelin
SAPOTACEAE

lllupai -Ir
Kattu illupai -Ta; Mahua -Hi

HABIT: A medium sized semi-evergreen tree.

FLOWER: In solitary or clustered, axillary, cream, fragrant. Flowering from
March-April.

FRUIT: A berry, ovoid. Seeds 2, ellipsoid. Fruiting from May onwards.
FIELD TIPS: Tree produces latex when cut.
MISCELLANEOUS: Spirit is distilled from flowers, in Central and East India

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Less in plains and scrub jungles, hill slopes upto
900m. India and Burma

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: Spotted deer, Sambar, boars eat the fruits.
Seeds yield oil which is used in curing paralysis, fever and joint aches especially of

the hip.

L.Ar.

Clustered
(apically)

L. Ty.

Simple

i

Elliptic-lanceolate

L.Ap.

Apiculate

L.Ba.

Rounded

L.Ma

Entire
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L.Ar.

Alternate
Alternate

L. Ty.

Simple

L.Sh.

Ovate-Lanceolate

L.Ap.

Acute-Acuminate

L.Ba.

Acute -Rounded

L.Ma.

Entire-
Serrate(sparsely)

Mallotus philippensis (Lam.)Muell. Arg.

EUPHORBIACEAE
Kamala Tree, Red Berry -E
Chenoori -Ir
Kapli, Kunnancholai, Thirisalakkaai -Ta; Manjana -Ma; Raini -Hi

HABIT: A tree.

FLOWER: In sub terminal panicles, rust colored. Flowering in two seasons from
January-March and June-September.

FRUIT: A capsule, smooth, pubescent, three valved, red in colour, rubs off like a
powder dye. Seeds 3 in each capsule, globose, black, smooth. Fruiting throughout
the year.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Common on slopes, by shola borders in forest
clearings. Found mostly in scrub and deciduous forest types. Hills above 800m, .
Western Himalayas and Peninsular India, Western and Eastern Ghats.
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Mangifera indica 1.

ANACARDIACEAE
Mango -E

Karae manga -Ir
Maa -Ta; Maavu -Ka; Maavu -Ma; Aam -Hi

HABIT: A tall spreading evergreen tree.
FLOWER: In terminal panicles, cream. Flowering from January-March.

FRUIT: A drupe, ovoid-oblong, yellow when ripe. Seed 1. Fruiting from July-
August.
FIELD TIPS: Bark rough, dark grey.

MISCELLANEOUS: Many variations in the fruit types. Fruits edible. Wood is used

for planks, crates and boats. Many mammals eat the fruit. Leaves used in cermonies.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Plains from the coast upto 1400m. Naturalised or
indigenous. India, Burma, Thailand, Indo china, West Malaysia.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: ‘lender fruits traded. Good firewood species.

Bark is used to treat stomach disorders.

L.Ar.

Alternate
distichous

L. Ty.

Simple

L.Sh.

Oblong/Elliptic-
Lanceolate

L.Ap.

Acuminate

L.Ba.

Cuneate-Sub
acute

L.Ma.

Entire
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L.Ar.

Alternate
distichous

L. Ty.

Simple

L.Sh.

Broadly ovate

L.Ap.

Obtuse-
Emarginate

L.Ba.

Cuneate-
Rounded

L.Ma

Entire

Manilkara hexandra Rroxb.) Dubard
SAPOTACEAE

Ceylon Ironwood -E

Kalpalai -Ir
Kannupala, Ulakkaipaalai -Ta; Khirni -Hi

HABIT: A semi-evergreen tree.

FLOWER: In leaf-axils, clustered, fragrant, white. Flowering from
December-February.

FRUIT: A berry, ellipsoid, slightly curved, oblong, beaked with persistent style when
young. Seed 1. Fruiting February onwards.

FIELD TIPS: Milky sap present. Bark grey, smooth, often with conical hard branch
lets. Wood red and very hard.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Occasional in plains from the coast, in scrub
jungles to 900m. Peninsula, NE India, Sri Lanka, Indo-China.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: Apis cerana and Trigona sp. colonies found in the
tree cavity. Wood used as fuelwood.
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Melia dubia cav.
MELIACEAE

Malaivembu-Ir
Malaivembu -Ta; Heb bevu -Ka

HABIT: A large densely foliaceous deciduous tree.
FLOWER: In axillary panicles, fragrant white. Flowering in March.

FRUIT: A drupe, globose, dorsally compressed with longitudinal ridges, dark green.
Seeds 3-4. Fruiting from April-July.

FIELD TIPS: Bark whitish. Leaf fall - January. New foliage - February.
MISCELLANEOUS: Planted in coffee estates.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Common on the slopes. Hills above 750m. Sri
Lanka, Peninsular India, Malay Peninsula, Australia, Tropical Asia, Angola.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: Preferred for firewood. The bark is made into

a paste with cumin seeds and given to cure fever.

L.Ar.

Alternate
distichous

L. Ty.

e

Bipinnate

L.Sh.

Ovate-
Lanceolate

i
>
=

Acuminate-
Caudate

L.Ba.

Obtuse-Rotund-
rarely Oblique

L.Ma.

-

Serrate-Crenate
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L.Ar.

Opposite
decussate

L. Ty.

Simple

L.Sh.

Oblong-
(Sub)orbicular

L.Ap.

Obtuse

L.Ba.

Truncate-Acute

L.Ma

Entire

Matragyna parvifolia roxv) Korth. var.
parvifoha
RUBIACEAE

Kadamba -Ir
Neer kadambai, Chinna kadamb -Ta; Kongu -Ka; Vimba -Ma; Kadam -Hi

HABIT: A large deciduous tree.

FLOWER: In axillary or terminal globose heads, cream. Flowering from April-June.

FRUIT: A capsule, aggregated into a globular head. Seeds many, flat, winged. Fruiting
from June onwards.

FIELD TIPS: Bark light grey and smooth. Wood light pinkish brown. Inner bark

yellowish when cut, turning flesh colored when exposed.
MISCELLANEOUS: Wood is used for making furniture and implements.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Often alongrivers, less in the plains. Foothills to
900m. Sri Lanka, India, Bangladesh, Burma.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: Goats browse on the leaves. Bark is used for

medicinal purposes. The wood is good for construction.
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Morinda coreta Buch.-Ham.

RUBIACEAE
Mudhi -Ir
Nuna -Ta; Manjanathi -Ma

HABIT: A small deciduous tree.

FLOWER: In terminal or axillary heads, white. Flowering from March-June.
FRUIT: A syncarpium. Seeds oblong or obovoid. Fruits persistent.
MISCELLANEOUS: Wood yellow and good for agricultural implements.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Common in plains to the coast upto 900m. India,
Sri Lanka, Malay archipelago.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: The wood is light and strong, therefore preferred
to make parts of the plough.

L.Ar.

Opposite
decussate

Simple

Elliptic-ovate

Acuminate

Entire
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L.Ar.

Alternate

L. Ty.

e |

Bipinnate

L.Sh.

Broad ovate/
elliptic

L.Ap.

Obtuse /Retuse /
Apiculate

L.Ba.

Rotund

L.Ma

Entire

Moringa concanensis Nimmo ex Dalz. & Gibson
MORINGACEAE

Kattu murungai -Ir

Kattu murungai -Ta

HABIT: A medium sized deciduous tree.

FLOWER: In axillary panicles, white with purple streaks. Flowering from
February-April.

FRUIT: A capsule, beaked, cylindrical. Seeds many, 3-angled. Fruiting from April

onwards.

FIELD TIPS: Bark fissured to 10 cm deep, corky, grey. Leaf fall January. New foliage
April.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Occassional on hills in the deciduous belt. Upto
1000m in full sun. Peninsular India to West Pakistan.
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Murraya paniculata () jack

RUTACEAE
Mock Orange -E

Mar chula, Kamini -Hi

HABIT: A small densely foliaceous evergreen tree.

FLOWER: In panicles, fragrant, white. Flowering in two seasons from March-May
and August-September.

FRUIT: A berry, ovoid, green to orange to red. Seeds 1-2, compressed. Fruiting
throughout the year.

FIELD TIPS: Bark pale or whitish, corky. Crushed leaves smell like green chillies.
MISCELLANEOUS: Timber valuable.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Common on hills, especially in shaded ravines
above 750-1400m. Indian subcontinent and Malesia.

L.Ar.

Alternate
distichous
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Imparipinnate

L.Sh

Ovate-Elliptic

Acute-
Acuminate(shortly

L.Ba.

Oblique

Entire
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Sub acute-Obtuse:

L.Ba

Sub acute-Obtuse.

L.Ma

Crenulate

Naringi crenulata (roxbv.) Nicolson
RUTACEAE

Okarikavela -Ir

Maga vilvam -Ta; Kattunarakam -Ma

HABIT: An armed deciduous tree.
FLOWER: In axillary racemes, white. Flowering from April-May
FRUIT: A berry, globose. Seeds 3-4, ovoid. Fruiting from July-September.

FIELD TIPS: Leaflets gland dotted with common winged petiole. Leaf fall - February.
New foliage - March.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Common on hills upto 1300m. India.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: The honey has abitter taste. Preferred firewood
species. Goats eat the leaves. The bark is tied with a mixture of herbs and worn round
the neck as an amulet.
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Olea dioica Rroxo.

OLEACEAE
Koli, Payar, Yedalei -Ta; Edana -Ma

HABIT: A moderate sized tree.

FLOWER: In axillary panicles, axillary, creamy white. Flowering from
January-March.

FRUIT: A drupe, ovoid, blue when ripe. Fruiting in March.
FIELD TIPS: Bark brown and rough.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: In both deciduous and evergreen forests upto
900m. Peninsular India, mainly in the Western Ghats

L.Ar.

Opposite
decussate

L. Ty.

Simple

L.Sh.

Elliptic-Obovate

L.Ap.

Acute

L.Ba.

Acute

L.Ma

Dentate
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Alternate

Sim§|e

Elliptic-Oblong

Obtuse-Acute

(sub)acute -
oblique truncate

Entire

Persea macrantha (Nees) Kosterm.
LAURACEAE

Kula Mavu -Ir

Kolamavu -Ta
HABIT: Alarge evergreen tree.
FLOWER: In greenish, terminal panicles. Flowering from February-April.

FRUIT: A berry, globose, with a basal persistent perianth rim, dark green, red when
ripe. Fruiting from May-June.

FIELD TIPS: A watery sap exudes from tree. Galls present on leaf.
HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Common in evergreen forests above 1100-1900m.

Peninsular India.

74 W FOREST PLANTS OF THE NILGIRIS




Phyllanthus emblica 1.

Nl EUPHORBIACEAE

Nelli -Ta; Nelli -Ma; Aonla -Hi

HABIT: A small deciduous tree.
FLOWER: Very small in axillary fascicles. Flowering from March-April.

FRUIT: A drupe, depressed globose, indehiscent, transluscent green when ripe.
Seed trigonous and hard. Fruiting from November-March.

FIELD TIPS: Barklight grey and exfoliating. Leaves droop slightly and have reddish

tips. Fruit edible, sour to taste.

MISCELLANEOUS: Fruit edible, also used for pickles. Highly valued for vitamin

C, used extensively in ayurvedic medicine. Traded extensively in India.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Found along hill slopes, on exposed slopes in dry
deciduous forests above 800 - 1500m. Indian subcontinent, South and South east
Asia.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: The twigs are used to purify water, especially
saline water. Fruit eaten by Sambar and Spotted deer.

L.Ar.

Alternate pinnate

Simple

Apiculate

Truncate-
Cordate(sub)

Entire
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Alternate
distichous

L. Ty.

Simple

L.Sh.

Elliptic-Oblong

L.Ap.

Rounded-Retuse

L.Ba.

Rounded
L.Ma

Entire

Phyllanthus indofischert Benne

EUPHORBIACEAE
Nelli -Ir
Nelli -Ta; Nelli -Ma; Aonla -Hi

HABIT: A small deciduous tree.
FLOWER: Very small in axillary fascicles. Flowering from March-April.

FRUIT: An indehiscent fleshy drupe with a single hard stone. Seeds 6, trigonous
and hard. Fruiting from January-March.

FIELD TIPS: Bark pale brown, rough. Fruits edible, sour taste. Transluscent green
when ripe. Fruits of Pemblica measure about 1.7-3cm in diameter and those of
Pindofischeri, 2-3.6cm. Leaves larger than Pemblica and widely spaced.

MISCELLANEOUS: Fruits extensively traded in India.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Commonly found along hills of exposed slopes in
dry deciduous forests below 900m. Deccan plateau of S India.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: Similar to P emblica.
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Pleiospermium alatum (wigh: & Am.) Swingle

RUTACEAE
Morali godda -Ir
Kurnthumullthalai -Ta

HABIT: An armed densely foliaceous small tree.

FLOWER: In terminal or axillary panicles, fragrant, cream. Flowering from
January-April.

FRUIT: A berry, globose. Seeds 4. Fruiting through the year.
FIELD TIPS: Petiole winged.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Common in the foothills to 900m, Peninsular
India, Sri Lanka.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: Bark is crushed with the bark of another plant

and allowed to infuse into the hot water bath, for mothers who have just delivered.

L.Ar.

Alternate

Trifoliate

Obovate/Ovate/
Elliptic

Obtuse/Retuse

Cuneate

Sub entire
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Acuminate

L.Ba

Obtuse-Cuneate

L.Ma

Entire

Pongamia pinnata (L) Pierre

FABACEAE
Indian Beech -E

Pongum -Ir

Ponga maram -Ta; Pungam -Ma; Karanj -Hi

HABIT: A medium sized deciduous tree.

FLOWER: In axillary racemes or fasicles, pinkish white. Flowering from February-
June

FRUIT: A pod, obliquely oblong, woody, compressed, curved at apex. Seed 1,
reniform. Fruiting from April-October

FIELD TIPS: Bark thick, greyish brown, tubercled. Two kinds of galls are present,
one each on the leaf and on the inflorescence. Leaves glossy above. New foliage

February-March.
MISCELLANEOUS: Traders buy seeds. Oil important in auyurvedic medicine,

recent importance as bio-fuel.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Mostly by river banks and ravines upto 1000m.

Indian subcontinent, South east Asia.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: The leaves are bitter and not preferred by
animals. Leaves are used to make the roof for the festival pandhals. Not preferred as
a fire wood species. Bark is used to wash the idol of gods. The fruit is used to cure
whooping cough in children. Seeds traded in earlier days.
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Premna tomentosa wilad.
VERBENACEAE

Peethai -Ir
Kolakattai thekku, Malai thekku -Ta

HABIT: A moderate sized semi-evergreen tree.

FLOWER: In terminal and axillary corymbs, cream, fragrant. Flowering from
January-April.

FRUIT: A drupe, sub globose. Fruiting from February onwards.

FIELD TIPS: Bark light greyish brown. Wood light brown smooth and close grained.
Foliage and tender parts yellowish. Crushed leaf fragrant. Leaf fall December -
January. New foliage - March.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Common in foothills to 1400m. Peninsular India
and Sri Lanka.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: Apis cerana bees nest in the cavities of this tree.
Fruits edible, eaten by human and birds.

L.Ar.

Opposite
decussate

Simple

Broadly ovate-
Cordate

Acuminate

Rounded -
Truncate

Entire-Minutely
toothed.
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L.Ar.

Alternate
distichous/
Clustered

L. Ty.

e

Bipinnate

L.Sh.

Oblong

L.Ap

Obtuse

L.Ba.

Obtuse

L.Ma

Entire

Prosopis juliflora sw.) pc.

MIMOSACEAE
Mesquite, South West Thorn -E
Dilli-Ir
Vaelikaruvai -Ta; Vanni -Ma; Vilaiti Keekar -Hi

HABIT: A small armed deciduous tree.
FLOWER: In axillary or solitary spikes, cream. Flowering from December-March.

FRUIT: A pod, straight or slightly curved, compressed. Seeds many, ovoid. Fruiting
February onwards.

FIELD TIPS: Bark thick grey, rough. Wood purplish brown, hard.
MISCELLANEOUS: Pods are eaten by cattle. Wood used for fuel.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Plains from the coast to the foothills. Gregarious
in wastelands. North and South America, Central America to Mexico. Widely
naturalized in tropical Asia.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: Strong wood, used in making the wheels of
the bullock cart. Also used in making fences.
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Pterocarpus marsupium Roxb.
FABACEAE

Indian Kino Tree -E

Ponnai -Ir

Vengai -Ta; Honne -Ka; Venga -Ma; Bigasal -Hi

HABIT: A large deciduous tree.
FLOWER: In terminal panicles, golden yellow. Flowering from June-July.

FRUIT: A pod, orbicular with broad wings, green turning brown. Seed 1, oblong or
subreniform. Fruiting from March-July.

FIELD TIPS: Tree exudes ared resin which dries into solid blocks. Bark thick grey
with vertical cracks. Leaf pubescent below.

MISCELLANEOUS: Timber highly valued. The resin is used in medicine and in

European vines.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Common on the hill slopes even in dry and fully
exposed areas above 750-1400m.Peninsular India.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: The resin is applied to the forehead, it is
believed to drive away evil spirits. Menstruating women should not apply it. The
bark is used while bathing infants to cure them of their ‘twisted limbs". If the limbs are
twisted it means that the mother was deceived by her lover. The wood is used to
construct houses and make furniture. There is a belief that if a person who constructs
their house using this wood and takes non vegetarian food it will bring misfortune to
them.

L.Ar.

Altrnate
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Imparipinnate

L.Sh

Elliptic-Oblong
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Emarginated

L.Ba

Obtuse-Truncate

L.Ma

Entire
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Alternate
distichous

L. Ty.

e

Bipinnate

L.Sh.

Elliptic-Oblong

L.Ap.

Shortly
Acuminate

L.Ba.

Rounded-
Obliquely
truncate

L.Ma.

Entire

Radermachera xylocarpa (roxb.) Schumann

BIGNONIACEAE
Goddha-Ir

Maankombu, Vedankurunai -Ta; Vedangkonnri -Ma

HABIT: A large deciduous tree.
FLOWER: In axillary corymbose panicles, white. Flowering from March-April.

FRUIT: A capsule, elongate, terete, pustulate. Seeds many, winged on either side,
compressed. Fruiting from April onwards.

FIELD TIPS: Leaf fall February. New foliage March-April.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Common on the deciduous hill slopes above
750m. Peninsular India.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: The wood is strong and light and used to
make agricultural implements.
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Randia candolleana wigh:. & Am.
RUBIACEAE

Peria Karai -Ir

HABIT: A small armed tree.
FLOWER: In axillary cymes.

FRUIT: A berry, globose. Seeds smooth.
FIELD TIPS: Spines on the leaf axis.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Occasional in foothills upto 900m. Peninsular
Inida.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: Fruits eaten by deer and cattle. Preferred

firewood species.

L.Ar.

Opposite
decussate

L. Ty.

Simple

L.Sh.

Orbicular/
Obovate

L.Ap.

Acute-Acuminate

L.Ba.

Attenuate

L.Ma

Entire
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Opposite
decussate

L. Ty.
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L.Sh.

Obovate-
Spathulate

L.Ap.

Obtusely
apiculate

L.Ba.

Cuneate-
Attenuate

L.Ma.

Entire

Randia dumetorum (Retz) Poiret
RUBIACEAE

Kaarai -Ir
Mathukaarai, Maarivalam, Attadikaarai, Maalankaarai, Marakalam -Ta

HABITAT: An armed large shrub or small tree.
FLOWER: In axillary fasicles, white turning yellow. Flowering from January-July.

FRUIT: A berry, globose ovoid to ellipsoid, 2- celled, with a crown of enlarged calyx
lobes, light green colour and resembling small guava. Seeds many, smooth. Fruiting
persistent.

FIELD TIPS: Spines opposite, two - four cm long, straight.
HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Common in the foothills, scrub jungles, dry

deciduous forests from 500-750m. Peninsular India.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: Porcupine, deer and cattle eat the fruits. The
dried and powdered fruit can be used to stun fish. o cure vomiting and diarrhea, the
extract of the barks of Cassia fistula and this tree is mixed with small chillies and the
juice is taken. Preferred firewood species.
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Rhus mysorensis bon
ANACARDIACEAE

Sipilai -Ir

Neyyikiluvai, Chippa maram -Ta

HABIT: A small armed tree.

FLOWER: In terminal or axillary panicles, yellow. Flowering from
November-January.

FRUIT: A globose drupe,tinged red even when unripe. Seed 1. Fruiting from December
onwards.

FIELD TIPS: Wood is hard, reddish yellow.
MISCELLANEOUS: Branches are used for fencing.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Common in foothills, scrub jungle to 900m.
Northwest India to the Peninsular India.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: Firewood species.

L.Ar.

Alternate
distichous

Trifoliate

Obovate
(terminal )

Obtuse-Apiculate

Cuneate

L.Ma

Sinuous
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L.Ar.

Alternate

L. Ty.

Simple

L.Sh.

Lanceolate

L.Ap.

Acuminate

L.Ba.

Acute-Rounded

L.Ma

Crenate-Serrate

Salix tetrasperma roxv. var. tetrasperma

SALICACEAE
Indian Willow -E
Baiyangi -Ir

Neernochi, Neer vaniji -Ta; Baiche -Ka; Vanji -Ma; Bains -Hi

HABIT: A large deciduous tree.
FLOWER: In axillary or terminal catkins, cream. Flowering from January-February.

FRUIT: A capsule, two-valved. Seed ovate-lanceolate, flattened, cottony. Fruit
dehiscing by March.

FIELD TIPS: Bark rough with deep, vertical fissures, grayish brown. Leaf fall
December-January. New foliage January-February.

MISCELLANEOUS: The twigs are woven into mats and baskets.
HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Occasional on hill slopes, in moist places and

watercourses. India, mainland Asia, Malaysia.

86 W FOREST PLANTS OF THE NILGIRIS




Santalum album 1.

SANTALACEAE
Sandalwood -E
Ghandha -Ir
Sandhanam, Srigandam -Ta; Chandan -Hi

HABIT: A small evergreen tree.

FLOWER: In terminal or axillary panicles or in cymes, brownish-purple. Flowering
peaks from December-April (nearly through the year in the hills).

FRUIT: A drupe, globose, black when ripe. Fruiting throughout the year.

FIELD TIPS: Bark dark grey, rough. Wood hard and close grained. Sapwood
scentless white, heartwood yellowish-brown, strongly scented.

MISCELLANEOUS: Wood used for carvings, distillation of oil. Usually semi parasitic

on the roots of other trees.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Abundant on the lower slopes, plains and foothills
to 1400m. Peninsular India.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: Tender shoots kept as an offering to the gods.
Cattle graze on the leaves. Fruits are eaten by birds.

L.Ar.

Opposite
(below),
Alternate(above)

L. Ty.

Simple

L.Sh.

Elliptic-Ovate-
Lanceolate

L.Ap.

Gradullay acute

L.Ba.

Rounded-Acute

L.Ma

Entire
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Alternate
distichous

s

Paripinnate

Oblanceolate

Emarginate

Entire

Sapindus emarginata van
SAPINDACEAE

Soapnut Tree -E

Poosam -Ir
Puchaa, Poovan kottai -Ta; Aratala -Ka; Ritha -Hi

HABIT: A deciduous tree.

FLOWER: In terminal and axillary panicles, rusty. Flowering from February - April
and August to December.

FRUIT: A drupe,3-lobed smooth partly united, green to brown. Seed 1, round and
shiny black. Fruiting from January - March and October - December.

FIELD TIPS: Bark grey with rough scales. Dense foliage . Leatlets (sub) opposite
three-five pairs. Leaflets softly pubescent beneath and on nerves above. Fruit slightly
pubescent when young, glabrous rusty brown and wrinkled when mature. New

foliage - March.

MISCELLANEOUS: Commonly called the Indian soapnut tree, the soap produced
from the fruit is used to wash jewellery and silks. Traded extensively in India.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Dominant in the deciduous belt upto 1000m.

Peninsular India.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: The leaves are eaten by deer and Sambar.
Wood used as fire wood. It is used to cure toothache by keeping a piece of the
crushed bark on the teeth.
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S cheﬂ‘le ra stellata (Gaertner) Harms
ARALIACEAE

Pei maratti -Ta
HABIT: A large straggling or climbing shrub.
FLOWER: In panicles, terminal and axillary, greenish. Flowering from April-May.

FRUIT: A drupe, globose, 5-6 angular, orange when ripe. Seeds laterally compressed.
Fruiting from May - June.

FIELD TIPS: Bark peels off easily. Petioles sheathing.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Occasional in rock crevices by ravines, forest
border, on hills 600 — 1400m. Peninsular India.

L.Ar.

Alternate
distichous

L. Ty.

Digitate

L.Sh.

o

Ovate-Obovate-
Elliptic-Orbicular

;

Obtuse-Retuse

L.Ba.

Sub acute-
Rotund-Oblique

:

Entire
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Alternate
distichous
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Obtuse-Rounded

L.Ba

Cuneate-
Subcordate

L.Ma.

Entire

Schleichera oleosa (Lour.) Oken

SAPINDACEAE
Ceylon Oak, Lac Tree -E
Pulipoosa -Ir

Puvan -Ta; Chakota -Ka; Puvam -Ma; Kusam -Hi

HABIT: A large deciduous tree.
FLOWER: In slender panicles, cream to yellowish. Flowering from March-April.

FRUIT: A drupe, ovoid, smooth or slightly prickly. Seed 1-2, ovoid, with a fleshy
aril.Fruiting from April-May.

FIELD TIPS: Leaves bright red when young. Bark grey. Wood very hard, light
reddish-brown.

MISCELLANEOUS: The aril of the fruit is edible and the seeds yield oil. Wood is
used to make rice-pounders. The best lac is produced on its twigs.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Common on hills above 500m. Tropical Himalaya,
India, Burma, Thailand, Indo-China, Malaysia, Sri Lanka.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: Fruits edible also by monkeys and Spotted
deer. Elephants feed on the leaves. Wood is used for fire wood. Bark is used for
medicinal preparation to cure fever.
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Schrebera swietenioides Roxb.
OLEACEAE

Weaver’s Beam Tree -E

Mogalinga, Pasarai -Ta; Mogalinga, Gante -Ka; Mala plasu -Ma;
Moka, Banpalas -Hi

HABIT: Amoderate sized deciduous tree.

FLOWER: In terminal and axillary cymes, white with brown centre, covered with
brown glands.

FRUIT: A capsule, pear-shaped, pendulous, woody, dotted with rough specks,
dehiscing by two valves. Seeds many, flat, winged. Fruiting March onwards, almost
persistent.

FIELD TIPS: Bark grey, thick, wood brownish-grey and close grained. Woody fruits
resembling pear. Flowers covered with brown glands. Leaf fall February-March, New
foliage March-April.

MISCELLANEOUS: Roots, bark, leaves and fruits are used in medicine.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Not very common in deciduous belts, on hills
700-100m. Peninsular India, Tropical Himalaya and Burma.

L.Ar.

Alternate
distichous
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Imparipinnate
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Elliptic-Ovate

L.Ap.

Acute

L.Ba

Obliquely
attenuate

L.Ma.

Entire
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Alternate
distichous

L. Ty.

Simple

L.Sh.

Oblong-Obovate

L.Ap.

Rotund - Retuse-
Emarginate

L.Ba.

Obtuse-Sub
acute-Cordate

L.Ma.

Entire

Semecarpus anacardium 1.1

ANACARDIACEAE
Marking Nut Tree -E
Ghair -Ir
Cheran kottai, Shenkottai, Thembarai -Ta; Gheru -Ka; Thenkotta -Ma; Bhilawa -Hi

HABIT: A moderate sized tree.
FLOWER: In terminal panicles, greenish. Flowering from May-July.

FRUIT: A drupe, globose, ovoid, reniform, seated on a fleshy receptacle. Seed 1,
nut. Fruiting in May.

FIELD TIPS: Bark brown. Acrid latex drying black. Leaves thick rusty villous
below.

MISCELLANEOUS: Marking ink made from latex of pericarp of drupe. Fruits sun

dried and eaten in Cemtral India.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Occasional to common on slopes upto (500) 750-
1000m. India, Malaysia to Australia.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: The fruitis placed in hot embers and infants
are exposed for a brief spell to the smoke produced. This helps to build their
immunity.
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Shorea roxburghii pon

DIPTEROCARPACEAE
Jhaala -Ir
Talura, Talari, Kungiliyam -Ta

HABIT: A tall deciduous tree.

FLOWER: In axillary or terminal panicles, fragrant, white. Flowering from
February-March.

FRUIT: A capsule enclosed within wing like accrescent sepals. Wings prominently
nerved. Seed 1, obovoid. Fruiting from April-May.

FIELD TIPS: Tree produces resin. Pedicels red and petals twisted and waxy. New
foliage in February.

MISCELLANEOUS: A good timber species.
HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Occasional on deciduous slopes upto 1000m.

Peninsular India.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: Used as fire wood. Resin and flowers offered
to gods.

L.Ar.

Alternate
distichous

L. Ty.

Simple

L.Sh.

Oblong/
Lanceolate

L.Ap.

Obtuse /
Emarginate

L.Ba.

Rounded

L.Ma

Entire /Repand
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Acuminate

L.Ba

Acute

L.Ma

Entire-Minutely
toothed

Y tereospermum personatum (Hassk.) Chatterjee
BIGNONIACEAE

Trumpet Flower -E
Pathiri/Patharai -Ir

Poopadiri, Paadhalaamaram -Ta; Karingkruna -Ma; Patiri -Hi

HABIT: A densely foliaceous tree.

FLOWER: In axillary corymbs, yellow veined red. Flowering peaks during April-
June (lower slopes) and July-September (higher slope).

FRUIT: A capsule, terete or 4-gonous elongate, twisted and with speckles. Seed
compressed, trigonous, winged. Fruiting throughout the year.

FIELD TIPS: Fruits are spirally twisted. Flowers bell shaped. Bark brown, wood
hard, greyish brown with darker patches

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: Common in deciduous slopes, semi evergreen
forests. Hills above 800m. India, Tropical Himalaya, Sri Lanka, Burma, Thailand,
Indo-China, Malaysia.

INDIGENOUS INFORMATION: Honey thick; bark used in medicinal

preparations. Wood is used to make furniture.
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Strychnos potatorum L

LOGANIACEAE
Clearing Nut Tree -E

Silla maram -Ir

Tattan Kottei, Kal kottei, Sirungaru maram -Ta; Nirmali -Hi

HABIT: A medium sized tree.
FLOWER: In axillary or terminal cymes, whitish. Flowering from April