FLORA OF THE HILL WETLANDS OF THE NILGIRIS

Wetlands of the Nilgiris region serve as unique habitats for a variety of wildlife and flora as well as performs a number of important ecosystem services such as water provision, ]@o’ control, water purification, supporting biodiversity, rechar-

ging groundwater etc. Over the years, there has however been a global destruction of these valuable habitats, the scale of which is unprecedented in human history. Often regarded as wastelands, wetlands continue to be among the world’s

most threatened regions. The Nilgiris wetlands are no exception. They have been considered obstacles in the path of progress and hence drained, filled, despoiled and degraded for economic gains. The wetland loss has been responsible for
bringing to the verge of extinction many species of animals and plants. Inadequate understanding of the crucial role and utility of wetlands is a matter of serious concern.
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Some of the threats to the
wetland flora

tus are widespread in the Nilgiris
district. Invasives are found gro-
wing on the edges of the swamps
forming potentially harmful threats
to the health of wetland systems.

Pesticide pollution: Most vegeta-
ble growers are located in valleys
close to wetlands. In most cases,
there appears to be unrestricted
access for water and no controls
on the inputs of agriculture, resul-
ting in high chemical runoff.

Grazing: Many of the wetlands are
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