IN SEARCH OF ALTERNATIVES 
A case study on loss of community knowledge and genetic resources of Pudu kaadu settlers 
Pudu kaadu is small settlement on Mettupalayam – Coimbatore state high way in Nilgiri district of Tamil Nadu state in South India.  It has a total of 20 families from Kurumba tribe. It is mainly a forest settlement, sand witched between state high way and reserve forest.  

History: 

They were living inside the forest beyond the Coonoor River and the other side of the hillock. It is a remote and there was no connectivity to the out side world. They had lands and their parents were doing agriculture with millet crops. But as the years gone by it became unsafe for them as the elephant attacks which were occasional became regular. Elephant attacks not only damaged the crops but also became life threatening. As the village is too remote people had to walk long distances for medical emergencies and also for schooling of kids. For additional or supplement income they have travel long distances in search of wage work.        

Misplacement:
In early 1960’s some families migrated on their own for wage work around Burlyar and Coonoor region. They were working on NTFP collectors and selling to traders in Mettupalayam and Coonoor. About 26 families moved to this settlement leaving their agriculture, culture and cuisine 

To – day about 6 families further migrated from this settlement. 15 acres of land was allotted to these 26 families to cultivate coffee as their livelihood. There are very big shade trees some of which are edible fruit bearing. They started absolutely a new life with a big change in their food and life style. UPASI assisted them to plant Coffee through Lab to land program. Since it is purely forest area we found Coffee under the big forest species. 

Nostalgia:  

“In our old village we have common agriculture lands where our parents were doing millet cropping which was natural farming. Our main crops were Finger millet, foxtail millet, little millet and pigeon pea etc. (the list is enclosed) it was very simple and sustainable agriculture. We had variety of foods which provided us lot of stamina. Our parent’s were well built and very strong, as children we were also strong. We could walk long distances, do hard work, (today’s generation hardly works) and efficiency was our trade mark. We had plenty of greens, fruits and other vegetables along with millets and pulses which nourished our body, mind and soul. Our traditional food dishes were very delicious – the fowling are few delicacies we still remember 

· Ragi rotti, kali, udur putti

· Samai: sapadu, upma, payasam Thenai: sapadu, kanji

· Makka cholam:kali, pori, sutti, Pullungi vegavacchi Chinna cholam: kali, kanji

Compared to our children we were very healthy and good in stature, with lot of activities bubbling around our day to day life. We are used to collect different fruits, tubers and greens from our fields and forest.  Our families were very close we were always with our parents and there was lot of observation and communication which created deep connections with our culture.”
Current crisis:

With migration they have incurred in great loss. The food producers became food buyers and their independence and dignity of life and style were lost irreversibly.   

The elephant menace was not a natural happening, according to them it is due to increase in urbanization at foothills and plantations. Many plantations came in recent years and every plantation and institution is protected with electric fence which changed the behavior of elephants to encroach human habitation as humans have encroached their living spaces.

The present settlement is restricted under forest laws. They can not expand beyond 15 acres where coffee is raised and there is no cultivable land beyond this. They have two main problems in Coffee, stem borers and berry borers.
Forest laws doest not permit them to cut the shade trees even though the shade is causing different problems to the coffee. There is too much pest and disease on coffee and the yield is very low. Because our knowledge is related to biodiversity agriculture this coffee is new to us. We are neither in apposition to go back to mixed crops nor acquire new skills required for coffee. Our Ignorance of current issues is also a big problem for us. We are absolutely became dependents, where is our freedom?
We are not in position to cultivate our traditional foods as we do not have lands. At same time it is great loss to our children if they rise on these fertilized rice and dals which are full of poisonous chemicals. We need to think seriously about saving our culture and traditional food systems. May be PDS system can play a role in revival of traditional foods. If government supplies millets and dals through PDS we can translate the skills of cooking our delicacies before us our self forget. 
Another important aspect is Revival of bio diversity on our plantations

We have to increase the variety of trees on our plantations. This way we can assure yield insurance in a natural way. Soil is not fertile and rains are highly erratic and high pest incidence due to several reasons, one of the main reasons is there is one particular tree named KODALI MURUKU  in forest which attracts stem borer the same attacks coffee also with high intensity. Since the tree is forest species they can not even cut near by trees. The only way they think to increase yield is through increase in variety of species on their plantation. There are few crops that suits to present climatic conditions and serves different purposes as well.

Keystone foundation Role:
With in the existing Coffee plantation KFI introduced trees like Jack fruit for sales and nutrition, Nutmeg for various profitable reasons apart from selling it as spice. KFI procures spices and other produce like Jack fruit, orange, lemon, pepper, nutmeg, honey, cloves, coffee, silk cotton and other NTFP.  They KFI employ people from these settlements in their value addition center at Kurumbadi village. All the spices are purchased besides these they also help to sustain soil fertility and pest balance, etc. About 8 women work regularly in the centre and earn RS80/- working day. Rajadran from this village is Keystone staff as Area Manager. There are 3 Honey hunters (Chandran,  Magaraja, chandran)  Magara is Master trainer.   
Their concerns:

We are concerned about Loss of knowledge about crops and foods that are extremely good to land and humans. Our children are studying in the schools they may do better in future but our cultural identity and its dignity is loosing that hurts us the most.  
We are residing on forest settlement which does not exist on forest department maps that is also another important issue of concern.

End notes: 

They are very clear about their losses and restoration. It is very difficult for them to go back to fields which are far way left fallow for many years. Just because of this they can not and don’t want to loose the connections with their culture and cuisine.  
Little thoughtfulness in selecting the site for their rehabilitation should have saved a lot of heritage. If they were provided by cultivable land they could have continued in their rich tradition of millet cropping system which was sufficient for all their food needs. They lost touch with traditional cooking skills with which they lost their nutrition and health. It is high time we should think of restoring our cultural links and knowledge. 

In the present day we need to add more plants to our coffee plantation. This addition will enhance biodiversity and cover many risks and acts as natural insurer against pest and disease. The solution for increased pest and erratic rain fall is to increase tree diversity. 

