Date 15/6/09
Kolikorai village

Discussion with Iyyaswamy

Millets grown: Thenai, samai, ragi

Crops grown: small tomatoes, Makka cholam, Avarai

Tea was introduced in the village 25 years before. As tea was planted in cultivation land people stopped cultivated millets. He felt that the erratic rainfall has also affected the cultivation practices. The destruction of crops by wildlife, change in people’s attitude is also reason in decline in cultivation of crops.
Vegetables grown: Beans, Potatoe, Kathiri, Amaranths, Avarai.
Oil: castor oil was extracted from castor seeds, used for rituals.

Cultivation seasons:

Chitirai - Seeds sown; Thenai, samai, Ragi, cholam, Keerai, Poosani, Avarai, Thovarai, kadugu.
Aadi – Ragi seeds sown as for the second time or those who have missed the first season of chitirai.

Harvest: Poosani, Ragi, Keerai, thenai harvested after three month


 Samai, Thovarai, avarai harvested after six month

Biopesticides: They have not used any kind of pesticides or insecticides as they have believed that rain are the natural way of pest management. 

The increase in canopy cover is hurting him few years back the villages Semmanarai and Thalamukai were covered with trees but now the village land is open. In future the lands will be barren the coming generation will not see the riches available to them.
Livelihood option in the village: The younger generations are interested in going for wage work and earn money and do not realize that it is not sustainable.

Tea: He has 2 acres of tea land. He feels it good to have tea plantations. If the crop is maintained well and with good rain fall a good amount of income can be generation. 
