June 11, 2009  Semanarai

Mahalingam and Nanjammal from Thalmukh village

K. Rangan  from Thalmukh village
Rasu – community leader and  a priest for kurumbas

Mahalingam and Nanjammal from Thalmukh village

They are ready to share their experience

They own 4 acres
Millet crops 2 acre
Thenai, sami, keera, makka cholam, ragi  beans, thogari , mocha, sukutti kura uncultivated chilly mona thakkali
Coffee plantations: .25 acre
Guava, custard apple, orange, nelli, coffee, tea, silk cotton, coco nut,  bamboo, bablimash Pepper, silver oak, mango, rose wood, ficus, cassia fistula, albesia, cinnore erithrina, glyricidia, criota naturally ,Seeviate cats are seed dispersers and that’s how we got some natural species wild sunflower, flower gardens, Vinca rosia,

Arabica  coffee

1.75 acre they left fallow

32 acares Tea land , he is care taker
Son and daughter are married and left the village

Why did this old couple still struggle with their type of bio diverse agriculture

Because of this diversity, I can sell some wood value for emergency

To meet our own furniture and construction purpose.

They have 4 goats and she can feed them with tree fodder
They spent 60,000/- to restore the health of him. He met accidents several times and she spent her all money and saved his leg and health

We are Continuing  agriculture:

Own survival and  Feed and honor the guest

By sharing our produce with others our yield increase

This is most common belief in millet cropping system

Millet is grown in two manners

Collective farming and individual farming

The guests from different places viist them and get seed as well as grain in exchange

Average income from millet ; we divide the yield into three parts, one for consumption, one  for gifts and other for birds and animals

Peripheral field is for birds and animals in the middle and center for gifts and own.
Rangan : Irula 4 acres

Coffee , Tea, liberica and Arabica, jack, panjji, imbi, ma, nahamaragum, dakka, Adakai,

Kurumalgai
Thennai, ragi, samai, kadugu, cholam, makka cholam, keerai,

Pusinikai, sithaphal, koyya, Bulli, eti marum, karpumalaram, vellaieti  baboo,
Where did he got ?

BASICALLY HE IS NURSERY KEEPER

KFI has facilitated the tree plantation by nursery raising in this village.

40,000 plants of silkcotton, coffee, lime, orange, Arica, jamun, mungil,  clove, pepper,robusta, silver oak,  nutmeg, soap nut.
Why should you have diversity
It should be there.
It adds to manure

Goat manure can not be applied fresh

Diversity increases the soil moisture retention capacity, fodder for milch animal and goat.

I have 4 goats and 4 cows

Coffee : 1 acre
Tea : 2 acre; silver Oak, white rose wood, rose wood, janum , palm trees
Millet crops : 1 acre

Coffee requires good shade where as Tea requires partial shade that’s why in tea they restrict the tree population

Problems: No problem

Family composition

Wife,

Sons – 2, Daughters – 2 all are married and happy

Wife, 2 daughters in law  and 2 sons help him in the agri work.

Bison, wild bore are the big struggles

Struggled for  day to day food

Right from his childhood he is a hard worker , there is no ready wage work available It is only millet cultivation.

Grazing goats cows is major wage work

Tea introduction in this area.1962. ---------------------
Food became money after the introduction of tea.

Ranganna’s advise for agriculture

I will tell the Method:

How to grow he can tell

Already existing tree cover  and based on that he will advise

Where you can raise millet raise trees where you can?

Clean the land and do millet cultivation and coffee plantation.

I will show the whole scenario of three crops and let him decide what he wants to do!
Influencing the others:He will give his input , he will recommend  the land with upper area with greater vegetation for coffee, and lower areas with high water seepage for Tea.

Rasu explained how Keystone’s intervention started with them in 1995, Leo visited them few times and then followed by Mathew, Pratheem and Snah . they all had several interactions and discussed about honey and got us many trainings in deferent area s and to- day we have production centre in our village cluster which produces Balms, candles, keri nelli and green pepper. We have expertise in making all these products

We also facilitate in procurement of Silk Cotton, Honey etc., for different centers. A group of 12 people work in our centre. Now and then  as per the demand we higher more people.

Many people visited us from government – Divisional Forest Officer and Conservator from forest department and the District Collector also visited us. They all appreciated our work but no help was extended.

NREGA is for limited days and our GP is very corrupt
There is lot of change in our village landscape we have more plants like  - Jack, Arica, lime, orange, clove, cinnamon, coffee, silver oak, soap nut, amla, bamboo, cinnamari, conapuli, coconut etc.,

Every tree has its value both cash and environment. Just to look at it feels so good with green color and cool breeze.

Tea is for money and coffee is for food needs. Coffee gives yearly income and Tea gives periodical income but the Tea money goes to towns and coffee money comes to our homes.

Rangaswamy and Sarasu
He is a very important Honey hunter of the area. He is from VIkkipadagai settlement. Very simple and shy guy.

He has 2 acres of land:

Coffee: 0.25 acres 

Robusta, panji, silver  oak, eti, clove, cinnamon, arica, coconut, bamboo, Amla, dhupa, pepper

Tea; 0 .5 acres

Silver Oak,   panji, erythrina, orange, coffee, Koyya, college silk cotton
Millet crop: 1 acre

Ragi, Kadugu, pusini, makka cholam, keerai, Samai and beans.

He is honey hunter and also agriculturist. Both are his favorite professions.

Honey is three months activity where as agriculture is year around. Honey is money fetching and it is entirely short time group activity. Honey hunting is not risky but uncertain where as agriculture is risky because it is dependent on many crucial factors like rain and time of rain etc.,

He has 3 daughters , the eldest is married other 2 are studying. 

His wife Sarasu shared different recipes of Ragi and Samai   

With ragi they make Kali, Kul, Roti and kudumuttu 
With Samai  she makes Rice, Kanji and  payasam, Similar recipes can be made with thennai also.

We want continue eating these foods but processing is very difficult, hard and time consuming task. 

Accessing  the millet grain through PDS will be a good option, I taught my daughters to do millet dishes. 

BUT FOR TO- DAY ‘S CHILDREN EATING RICE IS GAURUVA – PRESTIAGEOUS 
