Millet crop related rituals performed by irula community 

The participants are: Gowda, Kurudal, Men and Women 

We have visited the village to see a millet crop which collective farming for 7 farmers and entire community helps to clear the land. 
Entry with footwear into field is forbidden as they think it is sacred, food source and deity’s presence. The foot wear may bring some other seed in to land. Women during periods and delivered mothers for 3 months also forbidden (women who are major burden bears at least get some rest during these physically strained time by institutionalizing such rules and regulations)

If a carrying mother delivers the baby in the field they bring Jathi to perform the ritual and consider the baby as fruit and the women and child will be kept in field for 7 days and then taken to village later and the entire family will take full responsibility. 

Sambrani will be mixed with poisonous insects powder and  
the smoke will be spread all over the child and the place to make it insect proof and safe zone for the mother and child.

In the village Gouda goes to theh land he takes a stick from Poola tree. With this poola peg he digs small pit and fill back with same soil and the soil which extra for the pit , accordingly he understands the soil fertility as per soil heap the fertility is measured. This is done in 3 places on the same plot. This is done secretly.
If the three heaps are overflowing that means the harvest will be sufficient for three areas: wild animals – birds , personal and for relatives .

· Gowda informs the community by selecting plot in this.

· Clears the selected land by men only

· Leaves the land to expose for sun for 21 days 

· Gowda will fire the land with all dried cut shrubs and trees
· Gowda will take the remaining stock and the same will be done with others they remove and keep it as fire wood. 

· Some twinges will be arranged as bunds to check the water flow etc.,

· In 1985 – 86: the millet cultivators take a young lamb and make a sacrifice and brings back meat divide into equal parts and returns back to village before the village rise up. When they sacrifice the lamb they take the heart and pears it poola peg and roast it and place it on Thadasi leaf and they make seven times vocal sounds which are uniform. And they all eat this with other auspicious eatables.    
· The respect to gowda’s is decreasing with that the rituals they perform are also coming down 
· The land is ready and performances are over so the gowda decides the right day – chitra masam either just before or after the full moon day he goes to field before sunrise he plants all the seeds and informs the community.

· The tools were sharpened by kotha community blacksmith and they collect tool from them and first they hit naval tree and shout – kotha pallu murunjipo kadali pallu muriyade ( the black smith’s teeth may break but our tools teeth)
·  The community then sows the seed.

· Land owners feed the people who are helping them in sowing

· At the time of harvest gowda and kurudal will visit all the fields and harvest well matured panicles, cobs and  ear heads and they harvest them and divide into 2 parts one for pongal making the other for seed reserve.

· Then the community also harvest their fields but to eat they have to wait until the gowda makes a pongal 
· Pongal making is a community feast. ( this is like pilot  testing for any toxin development in food grain)

· Women do the harvest primarily and women will also help each other and during this harvest time songs, jukes, romantic stories will be shared by them. Fooling around, hide and seek games between lovers and it’s pure enjoyment for the people. 

· In order to lighten the burden of harvesting it is made lighter by this type of activities.

· harvest of thenai and Samai these rituals were done.    

· Samai okkal : the samai will be harvested and kept as heap and then they prepare threshing yard and the land lord invites the community to help him in threshing. This is done by two groups. One is to carry the corn and the other group is to thresh the corn by legs. This will go on for entire night. They put the boundary with wood ash to 
    prevent  ant entry to  the threshing floor   
· The process describe above tells many untold systems which were institutionalized for safe guarding the land, animal, bird and human kingdoms.

· Soil sampling for soil nutrition assessment 

· Estimating the yields in relation to soil fertility.

· Associating sacredness to food crop so that the community may not discontinue the cultivation.

· Pre testing of food grains for any toxin contamination

· Seed selection and preservation for entire community as a reserve.

· Participation of entire community in sowing and harvest to prevent a selfish idea of private property and creates good sense of common and collect property attitude.

· Concern and care for immediate environment to feed animals and birds

· To share with distant relatives as exchange and gift will increase the varieties 

· Time to share joys and stories of their own with other women folk during harvest.

· Opportunity to romanticize with lovers in the moon light during the harvest time in the open fields. In built systems for light moments 
· Scope to offer livelihoods to different skilled persons         

